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The present century has witnessed a com- 
plete change in the relations between man and 
the canine world: it may be said that the dog 
has ascended the social scale, he has become 
nearer and dearer to man and, if | may take 
the liberty of saying so, man has benefited con- 
siderably thereby. 

In the early years of last century Blaine, 
a capable surgeon and above all an acute and 
accurate observer, laid the foundations of 
canine surgery and medicine, His book was 
unique in its time and in its pages he gave 
to the world a sure and certain foundation on 
which to build a knowledge of canine medicine. 
His book was a standard one in its day and it 
has remained so ever since. To read it evokes 
approbation and a sense of pride that such a 
remarkable man was one of our profession. 
After such a promising start it is unfortunate 
that veterinary canine matters languished until 
the latter days of the 19th century. The veteri- 
nary surgeon, owing to apathy or indifference, 
yas relegated to a side place; dogs and their 
ailments were not considered sufficient 
moment and the quack was all-powerful. What 
a pity that Blaine and his contemporaries— 
Youatt, ete.—were not followed by men of a like 
interest and ability; for if this had been so we 
would not now be following at the heel of 
human medicine. ‘The positions would be re- 
versed with credit to our profession. 

Following upon the discovery of CHC1,, 
human surgery made great strides in the last 
half of the 19th century and it was fortunate 
that we had men who were astute enough to 
adopt these measures in canine practice with 
lasting benefit to their profession. Owing to 
their exertions canine surgery has assumed an 
important place in our professional lives instead 
of being relegated to the unqualified assistant 
or groom. I apologise for introducing a little 
sentiment or history into my paper, but I feel 
that one cannot leave such a subject without 
paying a tribute to our forbears, 

In this paper [I do not propose to give you 
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elaborate details of extraordinary or uncommon 
surgery. LL will attempt to bring to your notice 
my views on some of the more common condi- 
tions. When all is said and done, it is the 
common things which make up our life and by 
which we earn our livings, and a discussion is 
certain to be of profit to us, 

As in the sister profession of medicine, it is 
probably in the realms of abdominal surgery 
that we have made most advances. All opera- 
tions which involve opening of the peritoneal 
sucs are serious and should only be undertaken 
with the greatest caution. Most abdominal 
conditions give rise to some degree of peritoneal 
irritation, In our patients we have not the 
benetit or disadvantage of subjective symptoms. 
Our patients cannot tell us anything, therefore 
they do not lie. We must depend upon our own 
judgment when we essay to perform a laparo- 
tomy. It will be useful to discuss the signs and 
syinptoms which influence our intentions. What 
are the cardinal signs which lead us to open 
an abdomen? 

T would classify them as (1) 
Speculative. 


Definite; (2) 


Definite signs are: 
1.—The presence of foreign bodies, tumours, 
calculi, elicited in palpation. 
2.—The presence of blood and mucus 
the freces, 
3.—The passage of urine accompanied by 
blood. 
4.—Dersistent vomition. 
d.—Typical vaginal discharges, associated 
with pyometra. 
Evidence supplied 
graphs. 


in 


6. X-ray photo- 


by 


Speculative signs are:— 
1.—Vomition. 
2. —Tenderness, superficial or deep, of the 
abdominal wall. 
3.—Rigidity of the abdominal muscles. 
This rigidity is especially marked in the recti. 
muscles: it indicates peritoneal irritation. The 
absence of this rigidity may, however, be due 
to exhaustion of the muscles and does not 
necessarily imply the absence of peritoneal irri- 
tation or reflex. 
4.—Gross abnormalities or disorders in 
function of the alimentary or urinary 
systems. 
5i.—Typical abdominal expression (often 
seen in dogs). 
Finally, when all methods have failed to elicit 
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a diagnosis, we are often justified in performing 
laparotomy. 

What are the other signs and symptoms which 
guide our judgment in both speculative and 
non-speculative abdominal section? 

They are :— 

1.—High pulse rate—hard and wiry. 

2.— A temperature which is normal or only 
slightly elevated. 

3.—Tenesnius, uneasiness and 
attempts at straining. 

Having decided to perform laparotomy, is it 
necessary to prepare the animal? If possible, 
most emphatically, yes. I say this in spite of 
the fact that emergency operations which of 
necessity have no great preparation are gener- 
ally most successful. 

It is advisable, if possible, to empty the bowel. 
This can be done by fasting and enemata. It 
is also advisable to increase the alkali reserve 
of the body: this can be produced by drenching 
with or giving enemata of soda_ bicarbonate. 
If the animal has been without food for some 
days and is in a weakened state, the introduction 
of sugar in concentrated form is helpful. Sugar 
and its allied compounds are most useful as 
heart muscle foods and there can be no wiser 
precaution than to ensure that the heart has 
a store of potential energy upon which to draw. 
It is advisable to have a surgical ward in which 
the animal can get that rest and quietness which 
is necessary. 

The choice of an anesthetic is no light matter 
and I think that morphia and chloroform has 
yet to be superceded in the average case. I 
find, however, that in any condition which is 
complicated by sepsis the use of mnorphia is very 
inadvisable: one cannot afford to slow down a 
heart already labouring under the’ influence 
of toxins. 

Should any notice be taken of the condition 
of the heart? Yes, but not too much. A diseased 
heart, whether organic or functional, would 
never make me refuse operation to a dog which 
I thought would benefit from such an operation. 
If the airway is kept clear by freeing the 
pharanx and larynx of mucus we need have no 
fear. Atropin 1/100 gr. given subcutaneously one 
quarter-of-an-bour before operating is very use- 
ful in that it diminishes the secretion of saliva 
and mucus. 

I will not bore you with more than a mention 
of the fact that asepsis is absolutely necessary, 
for the means of procuring this is now common 
knowledge. 

How are we to open the abdomen? The old 
orthodox way was to proceed by a linear inci- 
sion in the mid-line through the linea alba. Now 
this incision has answered quite well, but it is 
fundamentally unsound. It is necessary, in 
order to promote good and rapid healing, that 
the wound should be made where there is a good 
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local blood supply. The linea alba is composed 
of fibrous tissue, it is tendinous and therefore 
slow in healing. If infection takes place it con- 
tains a minimum of vascular elements to resist, 
and necrosis and sloughing readily occur. 

Our modern sections are Classified as 
follows :— 

1.—Para-median. 
2.—Para-rectal. 
3.—Grid-iron incisions. 

The Para-median incision is made at the side 
of the linea alba and one rectus muscle is dis- 
sected away, exposing the transversalis fascia 
and attached peritoneum. By retracting the 
freed rectus the incision through the latter 
structure may be made some distance from the 
linea alba. This incision makes for rapid, easy 
suturing and ready healing. 


LEFT. REET YS. 
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The Para-rectal incision is made along the 
outer border of the rectus. After dividing the 
external and internal oblique muscles the outer 
border of the rectus is separated from the trans- 
versalis and the rectus is retracted inwards. The 
transversalis fascia can now be divided easily and 
the abdomen entered. One defect of this incision 
is that several nerves derived from the inter- 
costal or lumbar nerves have to be cut. IT have 
yet to find this to be any real disadvantage. 
‘this incision is really of the nature of :— 

The Grid-iron incision. This is an incision 
which, by passing through the various muscular 
layers in the direction of the fibres, leaves a 
self-sealing wound—a_ kind of valve, which 
hardiy needs suturing. It is the incision we use 
when operating through the flank. 
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Having opened the abdomen what should be 
the extent of our incision? In the past the 
smallness of an incision has been a veritable 
fetish: it is absolutely unnecessary to make 
small incisions ; in fact, to my mind, it is often 
positively detrimental. If the abdomen is opened 
do not be afraid of making a large incision: 
make one which permits of all necessary ex- 
aminations and one through which operative 
procedures can take place with ease. The 
struggle to perform-operations through a small 
hole leads to damage to the abdominal wall, 
delaying healing, and to injury to the peri- 
toneum. In the human the craze for small in- 
cisions has had its day and now even in such 
an operation as appendicectomy a large para- 
median incision is often made. Adhesions are 
less likely to follow large wounds. A peritoneum 
which is stretched, pulled, or roughly handled, 
is one of the most potent causes of surgical shock 
and its subsequent disastrous results. Do not 
handle the peritoneum unless anesthesia is com- 
plete. The peritoneum will promote reflex action 
when the rest of the abdominal wall is com- 
pletely insensitive. I cannot stress too much 
the necessity of keeping the wound dry. Loose 
blood is the best medium possible for the growth 
of organisms. Ligature or clamp all bleeding 
points; make use of dry swabs and keep all 
antiseptic lotions at a distance. At the same 
time, do not be afraid of a little blood in the 
peritoneal cavity. It is inadvisable strenuously 
to mop or wash out an abdomen. The _ peri- 
toneum can take considerable care of itself. It 
ean deal with the products of hemorrhage and 
sepsis better than is generally supposed: pro- 
bably better than any tissue in the body. If 
our operative measures necessitate section of 
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any of the abdominal contents and call for 
suturing it is a very good plan to pick up a 
piece of omentum and anchor it over the sutured 
surface. A slip of peritoneum so arranged can 
often deal successfully with an infected site and 
further, if sepsis occurs, by enclosing, localises 
it and so prevents spread and general peri- 
tonitis. I know of no better way of ensuring 
that a septic uterine stump, or bowel section 
is rendered innocuous. Recently the question 
Was raised by L. A. Merillat as to the best 
method of dealing with a septic uterine stump. 
Rk. H. Smythe gave a very reasoned account of 
his methods in the Velerinary Record of October 
3rd, 1931, p. 1018. To my mind, this question 
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is one which can only be dealt with as occasion 
arises. What is to be done depends upon the 
condition of the amputated stump. If it is 
lurge and distended invagination is easy; if, 
on the other hand, the case is one with an 
almost closed os uteri, invagination is often im- 
possible. In each case it is my practice to 
‘auterise the exposed end with crude ac. 
carbolic, taking care to remove all excess. If 
the stump is of the large variety I employ one 
or other of the following methods :— 

(1) Clamp transversely, remove all the super- 
fluous tissue possible; then, by means of a con- 
tinuous suture overstitch the clamp. Now take 
the two ends of the suture and, as the assistant 
gently depresses and releases the clamp, pull 
on the suture. This completely turns in the 
severed ends. and it is an easy matter to tie 
off the ligature, 

My second method is to ligature behind the 
clamp as one would a sac. Remove the clamp 
as the ligature is being pulled tight; to get the 
best results in ligaturing the forceps or clamps 
should be removed as the ligature is pulled 
tight. Now remove all superfluous tissue 
possible. Holding on to the ends of the ligature, 
insert a purse-ring suture on the distal side 
of the ligature. Now pull this suture together 
and at the same time press down the sac-like 
end. Tie the ends of the ring suture and 
sealing is complete. 

In cases where invagination is impossible I 
rely on cauterisation. In all cases, after 
suturing, | always pick up a portion of the 
broad ligament and anchor it over the stump. 
By these methods one can considerably reduce 
the mortality. 


While dealing with the uterus, IT may say - 


that, to my mind, it is very essential to ligature 
the broad ligament in sections as one proceeds. 
Do not leave any points to ooze serum or blood. 

In operations for hysterectomy following on 
dystokia I have always been impressed by the 
high mortality which occurs if there has been 
any interference per vagina. I think that in 
these cases my own percentage of mortality 
must be easily SO per cent. Why is this so? We 
take all precautions, our cases remain free of 
sepsis and yet they die. I can only ascribe the 
result to shock. This unfortunate sequel has 
so impressed me that it is now my rule to make 
up my mind immediately if the puppies can be 
removed via the pelvis. If I have the least doubt 
they come via the abdomen, I will be interested 
to hear if this is the experience of members 
of this society. When performing abdominal 
section for the relief of dystokia the question 
arises as to whether the operation shall take 
the form of a hysterectomy or czesarian section. 
There is no doubt that, given a healthy or nor- 
mal undamaged uterus cresarian section offers 
probably the greatest chance of success, This 
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is only the case, however, where the parturition 
period has been approached with a definite pro- 
mise of cesarian section. In such a case we 
choose our time and suitable preparations are 
made. In my opinion this operation is best per- 
formed at from 74-8 weeks, i.e., before the os 
uteri has begun to open. We can then operate 
in a completely aseptic field. For success to 
attend ciesarian section it is essential that the 
uterine wall be healthy and in good tone. 

In all other circumstances hysterectomy, with 
or without removal of the ovaries, is indicated. 
It is not essential to remove the ovaries; when 
ovaries are left, in a small percentage of cases 
trouble ensues either from vaginal discharge 
or from degenerative conditions arising in the 
glands themselves. My rule as regards this 
question is as follows: if the ovaries are easily 
accessible then I remove them; if, however, 
considerable manipulation or traction has to 
be applied then the lesser risk is to leave them 
intact. 

BOWEL OPERATIONS 

Operations on the bowel often present great 
difficulties and in canine surgery these fall into 
two great groups: those rendered necessary by 
the presence of foreign bodies ; and intussuscep- 
tions. It is a fairly definite rule in these cases 
that the higher up the digestive tract is the 
lesion the more prospect is there of success. 
This follows on the fact that the upper bowel 
contents more nearly approach an aseptic con- 
dition than do those of the lower bowel. In the 
first group, enterotomy is nearly always neces- 
sary and in both groups resection may be called 
for. In performing enterotomy it is a golden 
rule to move, if possible, the obstructing body 
to a healthy portion of bowel. I have also found 
that in all cases where the obstruction has ex- 
tended over a period of four days fatal results 
invariably follow, no matter what care we take. 
In the case of intussusception best results follow 
reduction by the pressing or extrusion method. 
It is rare that an intussuscepted portion of 
bowel can be successfully reduced by traction. 
When the question of resection arises what are 
to be the indications which guide our actions? 

There is only one safe rule: is the bowel: 
viable? This is often a matter of conjecture, 
but we are guided by the state of the peri- 
toneal covering, the venous congestion of the 
part and the friability of the bowel wall. If 
the peritoneal coat still glistens, the area still 
bleeds and the wall does not break easily during 
manipulation the safest plan is to perform 
enterotomy. If, on the other hand, one decides 
on resection, the most important feature is to 
ensure that the parts which are left have a 
good blood supply. This can generally be esti- 
mated fairly well, but in cases in doubt I think 
that it is a good plan to ligature one or more 
of the branches of the anterior mesenteric artery 
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at the root of the mesentery: by noting the 
blanching which follows one can easily recog- 
nise the safe portions of the bowel. 

In performing resection there are two 
methods open to us: end-to-end and lateral 
anastomosis. To my mind, if circumstances are 
favourable end-to-end anastomosis cannot be 
excelled. It frequently happens, however, in 
-ases of obstruction or intussusception that the 
lower segment of the bowel is very much 
smaller in calibre than the upper end which 
has been subjected to dilatation. In these cases 
end-to-end anastomosis is obviously impossible, 
and it is necessary to have recourse to lateral 
anastomosis. Lateral anastomosis is easy to 
perform and there are only ‘two main points 
to remember: (1) the stoma should be large, 
1-in.-2-in.; (2) the blind ends of the gut should 
both point in the same direction. 

In all resections care should be taken to 
repair the mesenteric incisions. 

Before replacing the bowel, it is a very good 
plan to pick up a portion of the great omentum 
and fold it around the operation area. The 
omentum is, of course, part of the peritoneum ; 
it functions as the policeman of the abdomen 
and it is capable of dealing with quite a con- 
siderable degree of infection. 

I am of the opinion that in all these abdominal 
operations it is preferable to use catgut as a 
suture material. Catgut is absorbable; it is of 
animal tissue and it has not the irritating pro- 
perties of silk. When we come to the repair 
of the abdominal wall speed in closure of the 
peritoneal layer is essential. I generally close 
this layer by using: a single continuous catgut 
suture. My suture I describe as an over-and- 
under one. I start at one end of the wound, 
pass the suture from without inwards, bring 
the needle over to the opposite lip and repeat. 
When the suture is completed by pulling on the 
loose ends, the edges of the peritoneum are 
turned inwards. Occasionally the edges of the 
peritoneum are not strong enough to hold a 
suture and then I find that it is useful to pick 
up the lips in a suture resembling a purse-ring 
one and then the closing suture will hold. This 
method has been described by Nuttal, of Liver- 
pool, in B.M.J., December 5th, 1931. 

I close the remainder of the abdominal wall 
in its respective layers, using interrupted 
sutures. It is very essential to approximate the 
edges of the deep layer of fascia and further, 
when dealing with the superficial fascia, it is 
very necessary that this tissue should be 
sutured. The suturing of the superficial fascia 
gives added strength to the wound and it 
obliterates all dead space which, when filled 
with blood or serum, forms a very favourable 
ground for the growth of pus organisms. Cat- 
gut is the ideal material to use for all layers 
of the abdominal wall except the skin. It is 
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absorbable and there is not the same tendency 
for the formation of stitch abscess as is the 
cause when silk is used. For the skin there is 
nothing to beat silkworm gut. It is strong, it 
‘an be boiled, it is non-porous and consequently 
it does not function as a wick. 

When the abdominal wall has been closed 
it is my custom to apply a sterile dressing 
which is retained in position by means of cross 
stitches which are inserted through the = skin. 
I find that by this method, in the majority 
of cases, external infection is obviated, and first- 
intention healing takes place. This dressing 
also functions as a truss which, by pressure, 
keeps the tissues tightly applied to one another 
and controls oozing of the wound. 


METHOD of APPLYING STERMLE GAUZE DRESSING 


AFTER-TREATMENT OF ABDOMINAL 
OPERATIONS 
It is a good rule that the less the wound is 
handled the better: leave well alone—do not 
bathe, do not paint with iodine, for this only 
dissolves the seal or clot which unites the edges. 
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Light exercise is beneficial to the abdominal 
wall and also to the gut. Exercise promotes a 
good blood supply and by its action on the bowel 
and peritoneum it prevents adhesions. As re- 
gards food, do not give any. Keep the animal 
on liquid diet as long as possible and the best 
liquid diet is undoubtedly water. 

After a major operation our immediate 
anxiety is to counteract shock. Warmth is 
essential and to prevent the dilatation of the 
peripheral vessels and consequent heart failure, 
I make use of pituitrin. Pituitrin given in 
doses of from 4-1 ¢.c. immediately before and 
after an operation is most helpful. If after- 
wards there is any danger small doses can be 
given at four-hourly intervals. 

A useful tip is to lay the dog down in its 
kennel with its head at a lower level than the 
rest of the body: this causes slight intra- 
cranial congestion and consequently enables the 
medullary reflex centres to keep active—this 
congestion replaces the anszemia of shock. 

One of the great dangers after operations 
is, of course, septiczemia and its attendant evils: 
this may follow dirty technique or the neglect 
of some septic focus. To my mind, however, 
septicemia depends to a large extent on the 
general condition and resistance of the dog. In 
some cases it is impossible to avoid it. ‘The most 
serious complication, apart from the presence 
of organisms and their toxins, is the dehydration 
of the tissues which takes place. Animals die 
literally from fluid starvation. This can be 
combated by saline infusions and injections. 
Glucose given per rectum is helpful: it is rapidly 
absorbed and furnishes the heart with fuel for 
its needs. When dehydration is progressing 
rapidly it is a good plan to administer saline 
or even water per rectum by the continuous 
drip method. 

The use of the various anti-sera is good, 
especially if, by means of a blood culture, the 
organisms have been identified. Serum of any 
kind has its uses and on several occasions 1 
have taken advantage of the distemper hyper- 
immune serum with beneficial results. 


BONE SURGERY 


Another field of surgery in which it will profit 
veterinary surgeons to interest themselves is 
that of bone surgery, operative and manipula- 
tive. Bone injuries and pathological conditions 
are common; their repair or cure forms a con- 
siderable part of our practices, and defects, once 
established, are apt to remain and exhibit them- 
selves in our districts, often to our own and the 
profession’s detriment. I do not propose to deal 
with or criticise common orthodox methods of 
repair, rather would I suggest a few new 
methods which of themselves or combined, with 
the old, make for better results. In all bone 
cases where possible I would stress the necessity 
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of advising an X-ray examination. The best 
and kindest of clients are liable to be litigious 
if things do not go exactly to their liking. Fail- 
ure to investigate by all available methods may 
lead to a charge of negligence. 

There are many conditions affecting bone in 
which an exact diagnosis depends upon radio- 
graphic findings: this is especially so when it 
is recognised that many lesions give rise to 
similar signs and symptoms. 

What are the main or cardinal points to bear 
in mind when one attempts to repair a fracture? 
First, one must have an accurate idea as to the 
site and bones involved in the lesion. Secondly, 
one must have some idea of the damage to the 
surrounding tissues and, thirdly, what is the 
degree of displacement or deformity. It is very 
essential that the displacement be reduced and 
good alignment made: one cannot expect good 
results if this is neglected. It is often necessary 
to chloroform the patient. The question arises 
as to when this rectification should take place. 
If there is little damage to the surrounding 
tissues it is undoubtedly the best practice to 
rectify at once. If there is considerable damage, 
as shown by hemorrhage, swelling, bruising, 
ete., it is often best to wait until these reactions 
have subsided. 

Having put the broken ends in good apposi- 
tion, our next efforts should be to retain them 
so and reduce mobility. It is common know- 
ledge how this is done—by means of splints, 
etc. Having applied splints to a bone, how long 
should we retain it in such a position? In my 
opinion, in the past we have been inclined to 
let this period be too long. Scarcely any bone 
should be kept in a fixed splint for more than 
from 4-10 days, depending of course, upon the 
severity of the fracture. I like to remove fixed 
splints as soon as possible in order that massage, 
both active and passive, may be introduced. If 
the union gives rise to any doubts I now apply 
a moveable splint either in the form of a split 
piaster, poroplastic felt or one of wire built on 
a modified Thomas’s plan. If possible, I like 
the animal to use its bone or limb; the only 
point I stress is that weight bearing be reduced 
to a minimum. 

When the Thomas’s splint is employed one 
can make use of extension and in this way pre- 
vent shortening or contraction—a point which 
you will realise is of immense importance in 
show or racing dogs. At the end of 14 days in 
a normal case it should be possible to do away 
with even ambulatory splints. 

By avoiding fixed splints, and by the use of 
massage and ambulatory exercises we can cut 
down the period of incapacity to a minimum 
and reduce muscular atrophy to a_ negligible 
quantity. 

The only cases of fracture in which I employ 
splints are those of the long bones below the 
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elbow and stifle. In the case of the humerus 
and femur I think that it is bad practice to 
apply any form of splint. We may put on a 
charge, but the oniy benefit to be derived from 
this is that it assures the client that something 
is being done. In the average case of fracture 
of the femur, no matter what is the site of 
that fracture, I would consider it bad practice 
to apply these aids. All that is necessary, is 
to prevent weight bearing and this is most easy 
te accomplish by placing the animal in a con- 
fined space. It is years since I applied any 
splints or other restraining structure to a femur 
and so far I have had no cause to regret. In 
the case of fractures and dislocations involving 
the compound joints, such as the knee and hock, 
the general use of splints is contra-indicated 
except in those cases where pain is excessive. 
it is my custom to adopt massage measures 
almost immediately. If one is to repair a joint 
in order that it can retain its full liberty of 
use, it is essential that no adhesions remain 
when the lesion has recovered. These adhesions 


imay be intra-articular, involving adjacent por- 
tions of the synovial membrane or capsule and 
simply adhesive in character, or they may be 
peri-articular as the result of peri-articular 
fibrosis. In some cases the latter take the form 
of dense fibrous bands. There is only one way 
of avoiding these complications and that is by 
keeping moving parts free and moveable. <A 
typical example can be quoted in the case of 
the dislocation of the seaphoid, which occurs 
very commonly in racing dogs. By making use 
of massage and ambuiatory exercises many of 
these dogs can be returned to racing inside six 
weeks, capable of doing just as good time as 
they could before the injury. If one does apply 
a fixed plaster or splint to a limb one must 
always be on the watch for necrosis. How often 
is necrosis not suspected until the bandages are 
removed. If it is necessary to re-bandage an 
injured leg this danger is amplified, for apply- 
ing a bandage to a wasted leg is an altogether 
different matter from that operation when per- 
formed in a non-wasted leg. In the wasted limb 
there is no margin left for accommodation to the 
contraction of the bandage. Certain types of 
fracture lend themselves to mechanical fixation ; 
this is especially so in fractures involving the 
jaw. I know of no better example of the benefits 
of wiring than when that method is applied to 
a fracture of the mandibular symphysis. Plating 
of canine bones is, to my mind, not a success: 
the wall of canine bone is not of sufficient thick- 
ness or tensile strength to withstand the pull of 
a plate. Wiring is useful and in those bones 
where there is a good medullary space pegging 
by means of bone may give good results. Auto- 
genous bone is generally used in the human; 
it is said to give the best results because it is 
living when placed in position. In dogs, this 
practice is not easily applied and it is best for 
us to make use of dead sterile pegs. On the 
occasions on which T have adopted this method 
I have used phalangeal and metacarpal bones 
which have been subjected to prolonged boiling. 
These bones can be easily shaped to fit into the 
medullary cavities. 

A difficulty which I have encountered is the 
susceptibility of bone marrow to infection, no 
matter what care is taken. THis susceptibility 
is so striking that I almost believe that dog 
marrow normally contains pus cocci. In certain 
cases it has been possible to replace damaged 
lateral ligaments by wire and so retain a useful 
joint. This is particularly so in the case of 
the phalanges. In all operative measures for 
bone it is necessary to follow what is Known as 
* Lane's technique; namely, complete asepsis 
and no handling of bone, other than by means 
of sterilised instruments. 

In my cases I have made use also of BIPP 
paste, which is introduced into the wound. It 
is advisable also to make use of drainage tubes 
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A THOMAS's SPLINT. 
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in order to cope with sepsis and accumulation of 
serum if it occurs. If recovery is successful 
there is no need to worry about the presence 
of metallic substances left in the tissues; if 
these are aseptic no ill result can accrue. 

In bone grafting it was once considered that 
living bone was best for the reason that it 
could join or become incorporated with the 
parent bone: we now know that this is not so; 
bone, whether living or dead, is absorbed by the 
bone cells of the parent bone. In the case of 
living grafts this absorption takes place more 
rapidly and necrosis is less to be feared. If 
a living graft is used it is only those bone cells 
which are on the surface of the graft that can 
live, for they are the only cells in contact with 
the necessary supply of lymph provided by the 
parent. If failure occurs it is almost invariably 
due to infection and that is the reason why, 
personally, I advocate the use of BIPP paste 
as an adjunct to the usual sterile precautions. 

Occasionally one can make use of bone splints 
applied to the exterior of the bone and lashed 
to the fractured fragments by ligatures of wire 
or other suture material. These fragments 
rarely become incorporated in the new bone and 
generally have to he removed later. 


Bone STRUTS. 
PEG LASHED POSITION 
EOuLLARY. 


While dealing with the question of bone sur- 
gery I would draw your attention to the fre- 
quency of epiphyseal fracture in young long 
bones and its association with rickets. Generally 
there is little displacement, and pain may be 
the only indication of fracture. These cases 
offer little difficulty. It is unwise completely 
to immobilise the limb, but it is advisable to 
fit some sort of supporting legging. In dealing 
with these fractures it is essential that anti- 
rachitic measures be adopted and massage com- 
menced at the first available opportunity. Anti- 
rachitic treatment encourages the deposition of 
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normal bone at the epiphyseal line and massage 
is useful in preventing exostosis and subsequent 
deformity. 

The epiphyseal line is the site at which 
growth of bone takes place: until adult life is 
reached it is the seat of active bone develop- 
ment. It is not strange, therefore, that occa- 
sionally normal bone proliferation is apt to be 
interfered with and even superseded by patho- 
logical changes. The Great Dane and the Irish 
Wolfhound are often the victim of a condition 
of osteo-sarcoma which originates at this point. 
I have seen numerous cases; they have all 
occurred in dogs of these two breeds. 

I have tried amputation, but in no single case 
can I report complete cure. The operation 
wounds have done well, there has been no re- 
currence near the site of the lesion, but death 
has followed owing to the growth of secondary i 
lesions in the chest or abdomen. The longest 
period before the onset of symptoms due to 
secondaries has been six months. I am a pessi- 
mist as regards osteo-sarcoma, but as yet I have 
failed to answer the query “ Why is this con- 
dition so frequently seen in the larger breeds 
of dogs? ” 

Gentlemen, I think that at this point I must 
close. The subject I have chosen is very wide, 
and literally if time allowed we could go on 
like the proverbial brook. I have tried to keep 
the field wide in order to promote a good dis- 
cussion, for without a discussion and _ inter- 
change of views a meeting is, to my mind, use- 
less. I welcome criticism and if you so desire 
I do not wish to confine the discussion exactly 
to the paper: there are many points which I 
have not mentioned but about which you may 
like to speak or ask questions. 

For those who are interested in bone graft- 
ing I would advise you to read a paper by W. FE. 

Gallie, M.D., F.R.C.S., published in the British 
Medical Journal, November 7th, 1931. 

I have made little use of literature in this 
paper; most of my information has been person- 
ally acquired by experience, and also at the 
hands of one of the greatest surgeons in the 
world, my teacher, James Sherren. 


Diseussion 


Major F. J. Taytor, of Oxford, who had been 
invited to open the discussion, said he should 
like, in the first place, to congratulate Professor 
McCunn on the excellence of his contribution, 
which was at once a splendid effort to solve 
many surgical problems of to-day and a modern 
exposition of great value on original methods. 
The dog, and if he might also include the cat, 
had indeed ascended the social scale during the 
last 25 years: men of the present day certainly 
attached a greater importance to the smaller 
animals than ever before and women had assisted 
in establishing a keen fashion in both dogs and 
cats. The reason for this great increase in senti- 
ment and sentimentality—which were so vastly 
different—was difficult to understand. The love 


” 
{ 


May 7, 1932. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 19. 


VoL. xu. «517 


of gain and possession on the one hand and the 
paternal and maternal instinct on the other, might 
account for this change of view, coupled perhaps 
with the fact that the horse was rapidly decreasing 
as a necessary adjunct of life. He believed that this 
was really the main reason for their transference 
of affection from one animal to the other. It was 
simply the sequence of circumstance over which 
they had no control. “I agree with the essayist, 
Major Taylor proceeded, that Blaine and Youatt 
were the original pioneers of sound knowledge 
of canine medicine and surgery, and we cannot 
thank them enough for their extensive and 
helpful works (they are, even in these advanced 
times, well worth a diligent perusal). 

Canine surgery at the present time has 
an important place in our ‘professional lives, 
and I believe we are conscientiously trying to 
take the fullest advantage of all our opportunities. 
During my forty years’ experience of veterinary 
practice I can remember many changes. Dogs 
and cats were usually attended by the groom in 
my early days, who appropriated the fees during 
the absence of the principal, who took no interest 
whatever in the smaller animals, which were then 
too insignificant for his attention, or not suffi- 
ciently lucrative. 

Abdominal surgery has a very intrinsic in- 
terest for me personally; having had four major 
operations performed on myself. I can speak with 
a certain amount of sympathetic interest—(1) an 
old-standing appendix, with adhesions to the 
posterior abdominal wall and septic peritonitis 
(by May); (2) followed by a duodenal ulcer, and 
internal hemorrhage, permanently relieved by a 
jejunostomy (by Leadham Green); (3) a right 
inguinal hernia caused by a horse accident in 
Egypt, which was quite cured by a radical opera- 
tion (Battle); (4) hemorrhoidal tumours of the 
bowel caused by the hardships of cavalry life 
during the War, removed by operation in Dublin 
(Wm. Taylor). I can therefore enter into a discus- 
sion on abodminal surgery on fairly sure ground 
because of this personal interest which it has 
been my unfortunate lot to have been forced to 
experience, 

do not quite agree with our learned friend 
that “all operations which involve the opening 
of the peritoneal sacs are serious.” I am of 
opinion that we often hold our hand too long in 
abdominal surgery, for it is hopeless to expect 
good results when you have well established sepsis 
and possibly gangrene to deal with. I do agree, 
however, that a difficulty frequently exists in 
regard to correct diagnosis; but one must often 
take a chance, and boldness and prompt pro- 
cedure are certainly indicated in abdominal 
work. 

I always consider, when an animal is brought 
for treatment by its owner (male or female), that 
we have two patients to treat: for the fact that the 
former cannot talk let us be truly and eternally 
thankful, for the real patient cannot tell lies, as 
Dr. McCunn says—this privilege is relegated to the 
owner, who usually gives a misleading, or totally 
untrue history of the case (vide the story of the 
swallowed ring, needle, etc.). 

The symptoms of abdominal diseases interest 
me intensely. I have closely studied them in my 
own case and tried my utmost to apply the same 
observations and comparisons in my practice. 

I believe I was the first to describe the 
symptoms of duodenal ulcer of the dog, in the 
Record several years ago; many more observed 
symptoms have been added since then, and it is 
now possible definitely to diagnose the disease 
in most cases. It is astonishing the number of 
ulcers in various stages of existence that one 


comes across on post-mortem and there can be 
no doubt that duodenal ulcer is far more common 
than most practitioners think. There is no oppor- 
tunity to-day even to consider them briefly. 

Violent and persistent vomiting always leads 
one to presuppose the presence of a foreign body, 
but recently I was let down on these symptoms 
in the case of a dog with typical symptoms, which 
no sedative seemed to relieve. Although a foreign 
body could not be detected on palpation, I 
decided to perform an exploratory laparotomy 
and found no mechanical obstruction either in 
the stomach or bowels. The dog died a few hours 
after the operation and, on post-mortem, in the 
stomach was found a small mass of green leaves 
and buds of the young aconitum napellus plant, 
which was no doubt the cause of intense vomi- 
tion, and death. Hemorrhages are frequently 
most puzzling—a small, bright-coloured spot 
occasionally from the region of the penis is a 
guessing problem to me at the moment, in a 
pedigree wire-haired terrier, who seems other- 
wise in perfect health; it is not from the sheath, 
or external penis, and may come from a small 
soft growth at the neck of the bladder, from a 
constriction, or possibly from a small cystic 
calculus. The hemorrhage occurs only at the 
final effort to empty the bladder, 

It is seldom that a client can help one to clear 
up these obscure and occasional hemorrhages. 
They are diflicult to observe, and, of course, do 
not always appear like blood owing to their 
having undergone chemical and digestive changes 
before they become macroscopic. 

The signs for the justification of opening the 
abdomen as given by Dr. McCunn are most 
helpful, and should be indelibly impressed on the 
mind in their order of sequence (in fact, I have 
had them typewritten as a list, and placed in my 
operating room). The typical abdominal expres- 
sion seen in dogs is particularly interesting, and 
so difficult to describe that it reminds me of the 
“ God’s Will be done ” expression of the transport 
mule in the War. 

I have not noted the elevated temperature in 
abdominal complaints, of which Dr. McCunn 
speaks: I usually observe sub-normal ones. 
Rigidity of the recti muscles frequently defeats 
a correct diagnosis: morphia in very small dose 
may counteract it. 

Preparation before operation is essential. 

I recollect that I was allowed a liqueur glass 
of white of egg every three hours for five days 
before my “short circuit,’ and until internal 
hemorrhage had definitely ceased and the blood 
ciots absorbed or digested. Enemata require 
giving with great care and caution in nearly all 
forms of internal hemorrhage, in my opinion, 

The observations on the use of sugar are inter- 
esting; the German surgeons largely employed 
forms of sugar for internal and external antiseptic 
purposes during the War. 

Iam sure we all agree that morphia and chloro- 
form are our sheet anchors for general use; would 
that they were as reliable in the cal as they are 
in the dog. 

Avertin is troublesome to employ quickly; there 
is an odd risk about it, too, and it puts a cat 
under too long for some clients. The most handy 
anesthetic for the cat, in my view, is ether and 
chloroform aa given in a large open mask, with 
abundance of air and no restraint. 

A debt of thanks is’ due to the essayist for 
his illuminating remarks, which should con- 
vince us all how essential it is to keep away 
from the linea alba when opening the abdomen: 
it always seems a bloodless, unhealing and un- 
friendly sort of tissue to me—is it a similar tissue 
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to the ligamentum nuchz, a loose piece of which 
is ae troublesome in operation wounds for poll 
evi 

_ The anatomical description of sections is of 
immense value. I have never seen them more 
lucidly described, 

Yes! [am all out for big incisions; they take 
a little longer to stitch up, and you cannot leave 
this sort of suturing to an unqualified assistant, 
as a rule, but a large opening gives you more 
freedom of vision, and room for. artery forceps, 
etc., and results in less bruised tissue. A good 
maxim is always to think your detail out 
thoroughly before you start, even if you have 
first to make a chart; then operate quickly and 
decisively, and do not “ fiddle about” too long. 

“ Keep your wounds dry ” were almost William 
Hunting’s dying words. I heard him say them 
whilst he smoked a large black cigar on his death 
bed. What a great pioneer of modern veterinary 
thought he was! |! would like to see his statue 
in the new College “ quad.” 

The peritoneum is, to my mind, the most 
quickly reparative tissue in the body, and it is 
proved that complete anastomosis can take place 
in 48 hours under normal conditions, 

Uterine stumps differ so much that there can 
be no hard and fast rule of dealing with them. 
I should hesitate to cauterize in the majority of 

cases, but I am probably wrong! Invagination 
by purse-string suture is usually my old-fashioned 
method. 

I prefer hysterectomy to a czsarian_ section 
from a reputation point of view; it is seldom that 
one gets a uterus in a difficult case of dystokia 
which has not been injured, or infected in some 
way, and however careful one may be a 
cesarian will prove unsuccessful. 

I do not quite follow the essayist in his sugges- 
tion that the best time to do this ope ‘ation is 
before a bitch is due to whelp; what indications 
would justify this procedure? I grant that the 
completely aseptic field is most attractive, if the 
client will agree. 

Leave the ovaries if they present difficulty in 
removing; they usually atrophy, and cause no 
trouble when defunctionised. 

Intussusceptions are most difficult to deal with, 
in my experience, if they have existed any leng th 
of time and have become adhesive and gan- 
grenous. I[ have almost discontinued the use of 
entiseptics in abdominal work; if -your instru- 
ments, wool, lint, sutures, efe., are properly 
boiled, the operation area shaved, and cleaned 
up with spirit, or turpentine, no other antiseptic 
dressing which might destroy tissue should be 
employed. do not agree with the 
suggestion of stitching dressings to the skin; thin 
strips of Mead’s adhesive plaster, in my experi- 
ence, answer the purpose in most instances, 

For collapse after a prolonged operation, saline 
injections, and pituitrin, followed by an internal 
stimulant, are sometimes indicated, and injections 
of warm fluid into the bowel with a long tube. 
Septicemia as a post-operative sequel in the dog 
is not, in my opinion, of frequent occurrence. 

The concluding part of Professor MeCunn’s 
excellent paper is that on “ Bone Surgery.” This 
is a most intriguing subject, but having now 
occupied your time too long | can only deal 
briefly with the salient points. In my young days 
fractures were invariably set in plaster immedi- 
ately, and this was left in position for a month 
or until they became moist and foul, with the 
invariable result—deformity and blemish. 

I now invariably adopt a routine practice of 
first cleansing the skin, and putting the fracture 
up in a soft supporting dressing for three days, 
and then removing. I then apply gentle massage, 


and set up in a stiff support, shaped to the limb, 
of scalded, thickish cardboard, for a week; then 
remove and massage again and follow with a 
light plaster mobile bandage until complete union 
has taken place; all exercise being suspended. 

Compound fractures of the femur and humerus 
are best cured by rest and natural union; we used 
to put a pitch charge on them years ago, which 
frequently brought the skin away on removal, 
and interfered with circulation, 

The references to wiring, pegging and plating 
are intensely interesting, as is also the subject 
of radiology, for which we have every facility in 
Oxford, both in hospitais and colleges. 

Professor McCunn has given us a paper to 
which it is impossible for me, with my limited 
knowledge, to do full justice in a short discussion 
of this kind, but I shall read it again many times, 
and keep it handy for frequent reference as one 
of the best contributions of. its kind it has been 
my good fortune to peruse.” 

Major J. S. Woop eulogised the effects of the 
use of glycerine in promoting healing. He con- 
sidered a bandage appliance more. satisfactory 
after abdominal operation since it allowed firmer 
binding. He had used chloretone prior to chloro- 
form anesthesia with good results. 

Mr. G. P. MALE, after congratulating Professor 
McCunn on his very excellent ~ yer, said that 
he agreed that morphia had bad effects in septic 
cases, especially pyometra. He was giving 
smaller doses of this drug and getting very satis- 
factory results in comparison with those achieved 
by large doses. He used local anzesthetics to 
dispense with its use Ww hen possible. He was 
rather fond of the “ middle line” and had not 
experienced any delay in healing in that position. 
He objected to the hemorrhage and difficulty in 
suturing associated with operating away. from 
the middle line. He was more worried at the 
moment by buried suture suppuration and thought 
it was probably due in some measure to artificial 
silk being incorporated in the suture material. 
He also believed keeping wounds dry 
and in less use of antiseptics for all wounds. 
Sterile water and saline were his stand-bys in 
all cuberine ‘ases. Where injury to bone existed 
he gave anti-tetanic serum and used no anti- 
septics. He believed in large incisions” in 
laparotomy, especially in hysterectomy, where 
there was danger of rupture of the uterus if 
forced out through too small an incision. He 
preferred lateral anastomosis of the bowel to 
suturing the ends of the divided bowel. 

He asked if he understood aright that Pro- 
fessor McCunn used three layers of sutures in 
his abdominal operations. Many surgeons were 
now only using one blanket suture. He was a 
great believer in normal saline, in cases of shock, 
siven orally or rectally. 

In regard to fractures he thought the less inter- 
ference with those of the femur or humerus the 
better the results. 

Mr. Gou_p congratulated Professor McCunn on 
his paper, which was of such excellent practical 
value. He agreed with Professor McCunn that 
results of caesarean section were bad after inter- 
ference per vaginam by the use of forceps and, like 
him, made an early decision as to whether it 
was possible for the bitch to deliver the puppies 
or whether a caesarean was indicated. In cases 
operated on prior to interference results were 
excellent. He had operated on a bitch which was 
five days overdue, which had four dead puppies, 
and which bred at the second oestrus following. 

He had, within the last few months, success- 
fully yerformed enterectomy twice on the same 
dog which had developed the habit of swallowing 
stones. 
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He preferred the use of a “ many-tailed ” ban- 
dage coat, which gave considerable support as 
well as applying pressure to the sutures and 
enabling a dressing to be left in contact. He was 
a great believer in BIPP. He had experienced 
a case of osteo-sarcoma of the frontal bones 
which had terminated in destruction of the dog 
in a period of three to four months after appar- 
ently successful surgical interference. 

He also recounted a case of a bull-terrier that 
had swallowed a hay tie, over which the intestine 
had become intussuscepted. The intussusception 
was diagnosed and operation advised. On re- 
duction of the intussuscepted bowel the hay tie 
was found. A bend at the end of it prevented 
it passing completely through the pylorus—thus 
complicating the case. <A_ successful result 
ensued, 

He had used pyro-pyncture in the treatment of 
joint injuries in greyhounds ‘with good results. 

He used tinct. iodi. first as an application to 
the uterine stump. 


THE REPLY 


Dr. McCunn then replied. He explained that 
he had made the field of discussion as wide as 
possible. He did not believe in describing one 
operation only—since no veterinary surgeon 
could afford to specialise in one type of surgery. 

As regards Major Taylor’s remarks, duodenal 
ulcer, in his opinion, was uncommon in dogs. 
He had only seen one case in which the ulcer 
had extended through the mucous membrane. It 
was not uncommon to find, on post-mortem, quite 
a lot of ulcers in cases of debility. These were 
not true ulcers but simply foci of digestion of 
the mucous membrane by the digestive juices. A 
healthy, live animal was able to withstand their 
action. It was one of the puzzles of physiologists 
as to why we did not digest ourselves. 

He was interested in the case of aconite poison- 
ing and requested Major Taylor to publish his 
notes. 

As regards the significance of blood at the end 
of the penis at the end of micturition, if bright 
blood, it denoted stone in the bladder or polypus. 
X-ray was of much value, but it did not show 
all stones. The blood was typical. 

In cases of abdominal trouble in which there 
was an elevation of temperature, he preferred to 
delay operation. It made one think of enteritis 
or other inflammatory trouble as being the cause 
of the condition, 

Sugar was most useful in all heart cases. In 
greyhounds “ athlete’s heart” was a common 
condition, the heart being dilated as far back as 
the eighth instead of the sixth intercostal space. 
It was found that in such conditions they could 
rarely last more than 400 yards racing. A systolic 
murmur in the first sound indicating auricular- 
ventricular incompetence and consequent regur- 
gitation was noted on auscultation. If put on to 
digitalis and honey the dogs did well and came 
back again to form. 

As regards anesthetics, he thought chloroform 
was best for cats and used a bell jar, placing 
3i-3iss chloroform on coltton-wool beneath it with 
the cat. The cat held its head high at first and 
gradually sank down as anesthesia progressed, 
thus gradually taking the chloroform in greater 
concentration. When the pupils were well 
dilated he took the animal out and used the mask. 

At 7-8 weeks’ gestation the conditions for 
successful ceesarean were ideal in cases in which 
the normal pelvis presented no hope of successful 
delivery. 

Mead’s or Scholl’s adhesive plaster was quite 
good for abdominal wounds. 
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In reply to Mr. Gould, he remarked that tinct. 
iodi. fort. for the uterine stump was excellent. 

In reply to Major Woods, he agreed with the 
value of glycerine as a vaginal lubricant and as 
an application to wounds. He thought tinct. iodi. 
increased its efficiency. Chloroform as an adjunct 
was quite useful. 

Glycerine was antiseptic and promoted osmosis 
-—there being an outflow of serum, which was of 
advantage and, in addition, it contracted involun- 
tary muscle. Its antiseptic value was greater than 
two per cent. carbolic acid. A watery solution of 
iodine was of greater antiseptic value for sterilis- 
ing catgut than was tinct. iodi. 

In reply to Mr. Male, he himself was using 
morphia less and less, and in smaller doses. He 
rarely gave more than gr. i. 

End to end anastomosis was simple. Using 
one needle and one piece of catgut one suture 
the mesentery and came around the union, using 
a continuous suture. Of course, it could not be 
done when one end was dilated as a result of 
obstruction. He then did lateral anastomosis. 

He always” sutured superficial fascia to 
obliterate dead space. He believed, with Sir 
John Bland Sutton, that all tissues of the body 
tended to grow in their natural direction even 
after injury. 


R.A.V.C. GOLFING SOCIETY; 1932 MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Society will be held 
at the North Hants Golf Club, Fleet, on May 18th 
and 19th, 1932, commencing at 10 a.m. 


PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 


1st Day.—Thirty-six holes medal play (Scratch) 
for the R.A.V.C. Challenge Cup. ; ; 

The Founder’s Cup (Handicap) will be decided 
on_the first round of eighteen holes. 

There will be an Eclectic Competition on both 
rounds. In addition to the usual prizes for the 
winners of the Challenge and Founder’s Cups, 
there will be a prize, presented by the Society, for 
the winner of the Eclectic Competition. 

2np Day.—Morning: Eighteen holes_ (Singles) 
v. Bogey for a cup presented by the Captain of 
the Society (Major G. T. T. Jackson). 

Afternoon: Eighteen holes Foursomes v. Bogey 
for a prize value Two Guineas. Optional sweep- 
stake of 2s. 6d. will be held on all handicap 
events, 

Membership.—The following are eligible to 
compete :— 

1, Regular officers, serving or retired. 

2. All members of the R.A.V.C. Club. 

3. Officers of the Territorial Forces R.A.V.C., 
serving or retired, as well as retired Temporary 
Officers of the Corps, who become honorary mem- 
bers of the Society, the subscription for which is 
one guinea. . 

Entries should be sent to the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Major J. Judge, R.A.V.C,, Piershill Barracks, 
Edinburgh, before May 14th, 1932. When writing 
please state lowest club handicap. 


Kendall, of North Western University, reports 
three successive filtrations of an authentic strain 
of B. typhosis that had been grown on a protein 
medium. Kendall’s filtration experiment suggests 
the possibilty of producing filtration forms of 
various bacteria by the use of special media and 
it suggests the possibilty of converting filterable 
viruses into non-filterable forms.—Science. 
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THE SIR FREDERICK SMITH 
MEMORIAL 


An Appreciation 


S will be seen in this week’s issue of the 
Veterinary Record, a very fitting testimony 
has been paid to one who, not only by his ability, 
but by his whole-hearted interest in all matters 
incidental to the advancement of veterinary 
science, made a mark in the history of his pro- 
fession. It is therefore appropriate that there 
should be handed down to future generations 
something tangible whereby Sir Frederick 
Smith’s personality and his inspiring influence 
may be remembered for all time. <A shrewd 
and careful observer of the scientific, a master 
of detail with an inherent power of expressing 
his ideas in words, befitted him as an exemplar 
in veterinary procedure, and as a guide point- 
ing the path of progress to efliciency individually 
and collectively. Few amongst us could con- 
sistently display that rare gift of diligence and 
application with which he was so strongly im- 
bued, assiduity being the marked feature of his 
spartan lifetime, and the hard use of a fertile 
brain his one pleasure. 

Memorial has wisely taken a dual form, viz., 
the presentation to the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons of a portrait in oils, and the 
publication of a biographical sketch and the last 
volume of the ‘‘ History of Veterinary Litera- 
ture,” the manuscript of which Sir Frederick 
Smith was engaged on when he died. The cost 
under both headings, as will be gathered from 
the proceedings of Council, is to be defrayed 
from a fund contributed by members of the 
profession. The portrait, painted by a _ well- 
known artist, has been accepted by the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for 
the adornment of the Council Room in common 
with the portraits of other illustrious members 
of the profession. It is a very faithful like- 
Less, and in itself will serve to perpetuate his 
memory. It is, however, through his life work 
as evidenced by his books and contributions to 
veterinary literature that the late Sir Frederick 
Smith will be more universally remembered. 
We venture to think that this is as the author 
would have wished, and it is perhaps more in 
keeping with the desire of a profession which 
he strove so earnestly to uplift to a status of 


scientific eminence and equality with other 
learned professions. 

We note that contributions to the memorial 
fund have been received from a very limited 
number of members of the profession. We 
sincerely trust that the subscription list may 
still be kept open, and that over and above the 
cost of discharging the payments arising out 
of the publication of Volume IV of the 
* History of Veterinary Literature,” a sufficient 
sum will continue to be subscribed to the Fund, 
and to be devoted for purposes of the award 
of prizes in Veterinary Physiology and Veteri- 
nary Hygiene, both of which were ever promi- 
nent in Sir Frederick Smith’s thoughts, and of 
which, too, he was an acknowledged authority. 
Young entrants to Colleges want encouragement, 
and animal physiology and hygiene are subjects 
likely to assume greater special significance in 
the future than they have borne in the past. 
We feel certain that a scheme to this end will 
appeal to the majority of the profession as an 
added memorial to one who, by precept and 
exaniple, left the vantage ground of veterinary 
science better than he found it. 

We commend consideration to the Councii 
of the R.C.V.S. 


PARASITIC INFECTION OF ANIMALS 


A new Empire centre for scientific study of 
internal parasites has been established in Canada, 
with the assistance of a grant from the Empire 
Marketing Board. New buildings, which will 
house the Institute of Parasitology, are now being 
erected by the Quebec Government at Macdonald 
College, the agricultural college attached to McGill 
University. 

The work is to be undertaken at the Macdonald 
College, and the scheme is being financed for 
three years jointly by the Empire Marketing 
Board and the National Research Council of 
Canada. It marks the first occasion on which the 
Canadian Government and the Empire Marketing 
Board have combined to support a joint scheme 
of research. 

It is universally recognized that internal para- 
sites are the stock famers’ biggest problems all 
over the Empire; in Canada alone the annual loss 
through parasitic infestation is estimated at 
£4,000,000. It is hoped that the new institiute 
may eventually become an Empire headquarters 
for the study of internal parasites, somewhat as 
Onderstepoort, in South Africa, has become 
recognised as an Empire centre for animal 
diseases research. 

* * * 

The use of organic and colloidal iodine as a 
curative agent for Bang’s disease was investigated 
by Bartlet, of New Jersey, in co-operation with 
the Browncone Laboratories. The experiment 
extended over a period of 18 months on a herd of 
25 milk cows. Ten to 20 c.c. of a 5 per cent. 
organic iodine was administered orally and 30 c.c. 
of a 5 per cent. solution of colloidal iodine was 
injected intravenously, intradermally or intra- 
muscularly. The results have led to the con- 


clusion that generally infected cows are not 
cured.—Exp. Sta. Rec. 65. 
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Clinical Communications 


NYMPHOMANIA IN THE COW: 
OBSERVATIONS ON TREATMENT 
BY THE INJECTION OF ADRENALIN 

CHLORIDE AND BY PITUITARY 

(POSTERIOR LOBE) EXTRACT 

INJECTIONS 


J. F. DONALD TUTT, M.R.C.V.S., 
WINCHESTER 


At the recent Annual General Meeting of the 
Southern Counties V.M. Association, in the 
course of a reply to a discussion, I casually 
mentioned the above treatment, and am now 
giving full details of the treatment as originally 
given me by its introducer (Dr. W. W. Williams, 
of Springfield, Massachusetts), together with my 
remarks on it. I do so in the hope that those 
who have intractable cases of sterility from this 
cause, will give it a trial, and record their ex- 
periences, and also that those who are engaged 
in research work on the subject may, if pos- 
sible, explain the action of these glandular 
products, as the treatment is a direct challenge 
to some of the views held in this country. 

The line of treatment which Williams advises 
is as follows 

1. Inject the adrenalin chloride deep into the 
muscular tissue every other day. For the first 
three doses inject 4 a cc. At each succeeding 
injection increase the size of the dose by a 4 of 
a ce. until a maximum dose of 3 to 7 ces. has 
been reached. Continue the injections at two- 
day intervals with the maximum dose until the 
heats become normal. Then reduce the dose to 
sa ce. every other day and continue with this 
dose until three weeks after service. 

2. Inject 1 «ec. of pituitrin every other day 
until 5 doses have been given. 

3. (a) Dilute with 5 parts of sterile normal 
saline solution (1 per cent. common table salt 
in boiled water) in case of swelling. 

(b) Inject deep into the muscle. 

(c) Stop administration in case of swelling at 
injection point. 

(d) After swelling has subsided recommence 
the injections, starting with the largest dose 
that has given no swelling. Increase the dose 
more gradually than was done before. 


General Recommendations. 

(a) If, after four weeks, the heats have not 
become normal, cease the adrenalin injections 
and have the ovarian cysts ruptured again. 

(b) Breed on the second normal heat and not 
before. 

(c) Feed grain with not more than 15 per 
cent. crude protein. Eliminate cotton-seed and 
gluten from the ration. If the cow is fat, omit 
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corn or hominy from the ration, or otherwise 
reduce flesh. 

(d) Do not allow the cow to run with others 
when she is in heat. If she does, there is a 
danger of a broken hip, or a broken leg. 

(e) Do not push the cow on to a high protein 
ration at the time of her next freshening, either 
before or after. 

Williams states that the mechanism that 
comes into play with the use of these extracts 
is not at all clear, but he presumes that both 
the pituitary extract and the adrenalin have a 
beneficial effect on the maturation of the ovum. 
In most cases, he uses adrenalin alone, but how 
the adrenalin acts upon the ovum is not certain; 
iit Cases of nymphomania, however, as judged 
by the atony of the pelvic supports, there is a 
decreased function of the sympathetic nervous 
system and occasionally it is possible to make 
a diagnosis of nymphomania several weeks prior 
to the formation of ovarian cysts, by reason 
of the marked atony of the sacro-tuberous 
ligaments. One would have thought that to 
stimulate the sympathetic nervous system— 
which is of course what adrenalin does—would 
have increased the tendency to nymphomania 
‘ather than otherwise. However, it is often 
necessary to revise one’s views on the endocrine 
balance, and it is conceivable that it might be 
helpful, and in a few cases so far dealt with 
by this line of treatment, when the’ usual 
routine has failed, the results have been benefi- 
cial, It would be rather premature on my part, 
however, to pass final judgment until a good 
proportion of intractable cases have been so 
treated, as it is by no means uncommon in cases 
of sterility, when one considers that attempts 
at conception have failed, in spite of prolonged 
treatment, to find that the cows start to become 
fertile—in short, in the words of a famous 
professor “in spite of treatment ’—and such 
may have been the case in these instances. 

It is fatal in sterility work to jump to too 
hasty conclusions, an@d I fail to believe those 
who claim 100 per cent. success on one line of 
treatment, while I definitely state that those 
who carry out ovarian massage on each and 
every case show a fundamental ignorance of the 
subject they profess to treat. . 

In connection with Williams’ line of treatment 
and arguments, it is of interest to note that 
in the feeding experiments being carried out 
by Muller-Lehnhartz, the giving of foodstuffs 
with an albumen content that is relatively too 
high has been found to depress sexual activity: 
the surplus amino-acids thereby created lessen, 
they consider, the activity of all the body 
glands, including the sexual, through the in- 
tensified action of the adrenalin of the supra- 
renal capsules, and they give the following as 
the quantities of digestible albumen necessary 
to produce one litre of milk :— 
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With a 3 per cent. Fat Content 50 grams. 

With a 34 per cent. Fat Content 54 grams. 

With a 4 per cent. Fat Content 5S grams. 

There is some indication in the advanced case 
ot nymphomania with the bull-like head and 
voice, and the coarse hair, that there may be 
some hyperfunctio:, of the anterior pituitary, 
but there is nothing very definite to go upon. 
At least in woman, a similar syndrome has been 
reported in connection with adrenalin disease, 
The principle to be Kept in mind in these cases 
is first to try and correct the general health of 
the cow. The matter of depressing the sexual 
excitement is rather secondary, for if one can 
bring about the normal forniation of the ovum 
and the rupture of the follicle, this cares for 
itself. In the meantime, the sexual excitement 
is repressed by the rupture of the ovarian cysts. 
As far as the ovum is concerned, it is probable 
that the fundamental defect is probably due 
to the formation of abnormal liquor folliculi. 
Some experiments have shown that in the 
normal liquor folliculi a proteolytic ferment is 
present, and that this ferment has much to do 
with the ultimate rupture of the follicle. <A 
little research work along this line would be 
in order. From the foregoing remarks it will 
be seen that the use of the adrenalin and 
pituitary (posterior lobe) is partly founded on 
certain proved actions of these products, and 
partly upon the results that have been obtained 
with them when using them in a more or less 
empiric manner. It is quite certain that the 
anterior pituitary dominates the ovary, and the 
condition known osteomalacia (that is 
frequently met with in chronic cases of nym- 
phomania) is ascribed to hyperfunction of the 
ovaries. ‘The argument in favour of the etiology 
of osteomalacia in this connection, is largely 
based upon the fact that the condition is bene- 
fited both by the removal of the ovaries and 
by artificially induced labour. Those practi- 
tioners who have failed with pituitrin in 
inducing (or as some prefer to term it ‘‘exciting’’) 
labour, will do well to give a trial to pitocin, 
especially in the bitch. 

I have found in the course of my experiences 
that right-sided conception in the cow is far 
more frequent than left-sided, but should like 
to have the views of others interested in this 
work. Further, | have found that the majority 
of intractable cases have a greatly enlarged 
left ovary, that no amount of — so-called 
* massege ” will reduce, and I am satistied that 


removal of this ovary will in the majority of 
cases be followed by conception. 

Reverting to the anterior pituitary: it is now 
known, thanks, I believe, to the work of Pro- 
fessor Dodds, that this elaborates at least three 
sex hormones—one concerned with growth, a 
second which stimulates the graafian follicle, 


and a third which has a luteinising action; and 
although Williams advocates the use of posterior 
pituitary extract, I should have thought that 
anterior pituitary luteinising hormone would be 
more likely to be of use. At the moment, it is 
not possible to obtain this hormone per se, but 
it is possible to make up from tablets a solution 
or prolan (Bayer), and I intend carrying out 
tests with this on the next intractable cases of 
nymphomania encountered. Prolan, as it will 
be recollected, is the name given by Varkes to 
the internal secretion of the anterior pituitary, 
und is stated to contain the hormones, which 
have been designated as A and B, for facility 
of description—A being the follicle-stimulating 
substance and B the luteinising fraction; but 
the trouble found by workers in the physiological 
laboratories of the distributors is, that it is 
almost impossible to separate these two hor- 
mones, but the  luteinising factor easily 
predominates. 

To stimulate the corpus-luteum would appear 
to be quite an effective method of combating 
nymphomania. The giving of glandular extracts, 
with the possible exception of thyroid, in the 
case of the mare and cow, by the mouth, is not 
in my opinion likely to prove of benefit. The 
correct and best dosage is not Known, the cost 
is prohibitive (as, to be effective in these 
animals, the dose must be larger than that 
udvised by the distributors), and the treatment 
must be carried on for a long and at present 
undetermined period, before the effects, if any, 
are noticed. On the other hand, in carefully 
selected cases I have had good results by the 
intramuscular injection of these products, at 
the same time not neglecting to apply treat- 
nent, such as ovarian massage, as the case 
demands. The preparation known as * theelin,” 
is, in my opinion, contraindicated in cases of 
nymphomania, as it is expected to excite cestrus. 
This remark may appear superfluous, but as ! 
have had enquiries regarding it in this connec- 
tion, I make it now. I have tried it on one case 
of functional sterility in a cow where cestrus 
had been absent for six months, combined with 
ovarian massage. Two injections each of 5 e.c. 
given at an interval of four days, were followed 
by oestrus four days after the second injection. 
it may, however, be at present premature to 
ascribe it to theelin alone, until further similar 
causes have been treated. In nymphomania I have 
had the most consistent results from rupture 
of ovarian cysts, combined with uterine lavage 
and massage, frequently repeated, at the same 
time adjusting the diet, and I am convinced 
that if we were consulted earlier in these cases, 
und could bring about early rectification of the 
diet when and where necessary, we should have 
fewer cases of incurable sterility. I am always 
therefore chary, except in intractable cases, of 
discarding this time-honoured treatment, and I 
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de not advise those who read this communica- 
tion to start feverish experiments with these 
glandular products, and to overlook or neglect 
obvious pathological ovarian or uterine changes. 
] cannot believe that glandular or, for that 
matter, vitamin injections (such as wheat germ 
vil) are going to clear up an infected uterus. 
On the other hand, contramine is of great value, 
being a chemico-therapeutic product, but in this 
‘ase we have a clear interpretation of its use 
and its effects. 


* * 


REMINISCENCES OF -TRYPANO- 
SOMIASIS IN TANGANYIKA IN 1917 


F. J. DUNNING, F.R.C.V.S., 
STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY 


* * 


Very little having been written about veterinary 
experiences during the East African campaign, 
it struck me that a short article on a personal 
experience connected with one phase of it might 
be of interest to some readers. 

On October 17th, 1917, the 10th South African 
Horse sailed from Daressalaam and on the 18th 
disembarked at Kilwa, about 180 miles south, 
They had roughly 600 horses, 300 mules and some 
pack donkeys. For the next seven weeks they 
cooperated in a big drive down to the Rovuma 
River, bordering Portuguese East Africa. The 
nature of the country was very hot, malarious 
and thickly covered with trees and bush. It 
was sparsely populated with natives and we saw 
no domestic animals. This laiter feature prob- 
ably could be taken as an indication that the 
country was unfavourable for their existence. 
Owing to the nature of the operations involving 
rapid movements the wheeled transport could 
neither keep contact nor feed the horses or men. 
It did, however, assist on the lines of communica- 
tion in bringing supplies nearer. A_ certain 
number of pack mules and donkeys, totalling 
about a hundred, accompanied the regiment 
throughout, carrying vital necessities, such as 
ammunition, machine and Lewis guns, signallers’ 
and wireless outfits, medical and_ veterinary 
stores. Grazing turned out to be very indifferent 
and had mostly been burned off, probably .by 
the various combatant units. Each man filled 
his nosebag with crushed mealies on marching 
out from Kilwe and a further issue was secured 
about the middle of November—a total of about 
thirty pounds for forty-nine days. The men, being 
on short commons, soon commenced to go down 
rapidly with malaria, but the horses also became 
unfit just as rapidly; a compensatory balance 

ras thus kept up, the sick men being returned 
with the sick horses. Quinine tabloids were 
issued to the men and arsenic in 5-grain tabloids 
for the horses, the dose of the latter suggested 
being one to two daily, crushed and placed dry 
on the tongue. There is no guarantee, however, 
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that either were taken, and supervision to ensure 
it was impossible under the conditions which 
obtained. 

Whilst it was realised that arsenic in this form 
is not a satisfactory or reliable prophylactic 
against trypanosomiasis, yet it was hoped that 
it might be of some service by inhibiting multipli- 
sation of the parasites in the circulation. In any 
case, a perfectly satisfactory prophylactic effect 
could not be expected under conditions of con- 
tinuous reinfection and a starvation diet, 

Tsetse flies were encountered on October 21st, 
that is the third day after disembarking, and 
from then onwards continuously. On Novem- 
ber 2nd a few horses were observed to show 
clinical symptoms suspicious of trypanosomiasis. 
On November Sth many horses were seen to be 
shivering, with staring coats, in the early dawn, 
and in a few more days an outbreak of coughs 
and laryngitis appeared, which was attributed 
to chill caused by the fever of nagana and 
variable atmospheric temperature. 

On December 6th a parade was held on the 
Rovuma River, where fifty of the worst affected 
horses were shot out of hand and the balance of 
two hundred remaining were handed over to 
the K.A.R. Mounted Infantry and Indian Cavalry. 
Most of them showed trypanosomiasis in varying 
degrees or stages, but were considered capable 
of carrying on for a while. The difference of 
350 horses had died or been destroyed, or 
returned unfit along the lines of communication. 
It was learned later that those under the latter 
category had all succumbed from nagana. Many 
of fhe donkeys had fallen out or disappeared by 
the way, due to one cause or another; but, strange 
to relate, the mules at this stage were still going 
strong and were left behind by the regiment to 
work along the lines of communication. The 
writer has no further record of them, but it is 
highly probable that they gave a few more months 
of useful service or until the heavy summer rain- 
fall commenced. The regiment was returned via 
Lindi to Daressalaam. 

Observations.—As the events described took 
place during October and November, it may have 
been too early for horse sickness, but anyhow, 
no cases were observed by me. Some cases of 
trypanosomiasis, however, showed “ dikkop,” 
resembling horse sickness, some mornings follow- 
ing severe exertion, but the swellings receded 
where rest could be given, Practically all 
casualties could be attributed to nagana. The 
mules seemed to have a greater or more sustained 
resistance to the disease. If proper feeding or 
grazing had been available the life of the horses 
and their usefulness would undoubtedly have 
been prolonged. Further, it is no doubt also true 
that if the regular administration of the arsenic 
tabloids could have been ensured some beneficial 
effect would have been obtained. One squadron 
vas fairly reliable with arsenic administration 
and showed the lowest mortality, but figures are 
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not now available. The writer’s pony showed in- 
disposition on November Ist. On November 2nd 
it recorded the extraordinary temperature of 
108° F. during a mid-day halt, but it had to con- 
tinue under the saddle. It maintained an irregular 
fever varying from 103° F.-106° F. for the next 
five weeks, when it also was handed over on the 
Rovuma River to the Indian Cavalry, looking fairly 
bright and fit. It was dosed regularly with five 
to ten grains of arsenic daily, but received prac- 
lically no grain ration and very scanty grazing. 
It carried the writer, his blanket and pack each 
and every day from Kilwa to the Rovuma and 
its stamina and courage under very adverse 
circumstances were remarkable. 

There was a theory amongst some of the troops 
that a grey horse is not so attractive to the tsetse 
fly, but my observations did not confirm this. 
In the regiment all colours seemed equally attrac- 
tive and susceptible. The tly seemed more active 
in the day time than at night time and anything 
moving attracted it, Moving motor cars seemed 


to have a fascination for it. 
* * * 


* 
OF HEART 
MUSCLE IN SOW 
P. D. BAYLISS, M.R.C.V.S., 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 

A condition which, I understand, is of ex- 
tremely rare occurrence, was brought to my 
notice recently, whilst making a post-morlem 
examination on a sow, 

The sow was 6-7 years old, and had farroweid 
two weeks previously with six pigs, all of which 
were healthy and thriving at the time of my 
visit. For a week prior to death the sow had 
been ailing, showing detinite symptoms of 
urinary trouble. 

Post-mortem examination showed that death 
was obviously due to pyelo-nephritis and cystitis. 
The most interesting finding, however, was the 
condition of the heart muscle of the right 
auricle, in which could be felt a thin bony plate, 
of irregular outline, about a square inch in 
extent, forming part of the auricular wall. 
Dissection of this showed that the density of the 
bony plate varied, being of a connective tissue 
consistence at the periphery, while towards the 
centre the process of ossification was complete. 

Hutyra and Marek (Vol. II, pp. 792, 793) 
mention this condition as extremely rare, and of 
unknown etiology. 

According to the history given me by the 
owner, the sow had never shown any symptoms 
of cardiae trouble; and had never ailed until 
the onset of the affection which caused death. 


Workers on animal-drawn vehicles in Tunis 
port and town have gone on strike in protest 
against the growing competition of mechanical 
transport. 
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| The Connection between Internal Secretion and 
Nymphomania in Cattle. Professor FREI. 
Schweiz. Archiv f. Tierhlk. 1931. Vol. 73, 
No. 


This is a discussion of nymphomania from a 
physiological aspect and in the light of recent 
advances in the knowledge of sexual hormones. 

Nymphomania is of four types: (1) that occur- 
ing with ovarian cysts, (2) that occurring 
without ovarian cysts, (3) that incurable by 
ovariotomy and therefore of extra-genital 
origin, and (4) that form characterised by abnor- 
mally long cstral periods occurring at regular 
or irregular intervals. 

The chief key to the whole matter is the 
evarian follicle, which consists of a wall and of 
the secretion of the wall. Unless these two 
factors retain their normal development and 
relationship trouble in one form or another 
follows. The anterior pituitary body is also of 
importance in the ovulation mechanism, prob- 
ably in all mammals and certainly (proved by 
experiment) in the rabbit. (strum is induced 
by the maturation of an ovarian follicle and 
ceases on the rupture of the latter. Factors 
which disturb this mechanism cause nympho- 
mania at the same time. Follicular development 
is associated with the anterior pituitary hor- 
mone and if this is abnormal one of various 
things happens :-— 

(1) If the follicular wall develops overmuch 
and becomes too strong, ovulation (bursting) 
does not occur and the animal remains in 
cestrum (nymphomania). 

2) If the wall growth is normal but the 
secretion too slight the follicle remains small 
and does not burst. Gestrum occurs and persists. 

(83) If the development of both wali and secre- 
tion is excessive (pituitary hyper-activity ?), the 
follicle persists and becomes a cyst and 
nymphomania follows. Such cysts are more or 
less easily burst by manipulation by the rectum. 

(4) A fourth type, of a more speculative 
nature, is described. 

Other = disturbances in the ovulation 
mechanism, although not associated with nym- 
phomania, are here outlined. They touch on the 
failure of the follicles to mature, with a 
resultant sterility. It is thought that the mus- 
cular condition of the entire ovary plays a part 
in ovulation, doubtless in conjunction with the 
anterior pituitary body. 

On the problem of the nature and causation 
of ovarian cysts Frei quotes results obtained 
by various workers, who administered anterior 
pituitary body or extract to animals. To sum- 
marise, this caused abnormal follicular growth, 
persistent follicles and cysts. It appears that 
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if, instead of a balanced proportion and func- 
tion of anterior pituitary and ovary, there is 
preponderance of the former or an_ insufli- 
ciency of the latter, then there is a tendency 
to the formation of ovarian cysts. Cysts, 
however, also occur with under-development of 
follicles and with a resultant anaphrodisia or 
sterility. 

If this theory is conceded, we must inquire 
into the causes of abnormalities of the anterior 
pituitary body. The author suggests that this 
nay be secondary to disturbances of the vege- 
tative nervous system, and this brings us into 
the biochemical field (mineral-vitamin, etce.). 


Another possible factor in the cause of 
nymphomania is the disfunction of the pineal 
body, which physiologically is antagonistic to 
the anterior hypophysis. In such a case there 
would be a hyperdevelopment of ovarian follicles 
and continuous cestrum. 


Occasionally ovaries are found to contain both 
a cyst or cysts and a corpus luteum. A number 
of follicles may mature in turn although the 
first of the series did not burst but became a 
cyst. Nymphomania is present in such cases. 
If the second (or third) follicle of the series 
bursts in the normal way it is assumed that 
conception can follow. [Frei does not go into 
this point.] From the practical viewpoint, if a 
practitioner ruptures an ovarian cyst and 
strum follows in a few days, then the cyst 
was the cause of nymphomania: if the nympho- 
mania persists, then the cause was elsewhere 
and the case so much the more difficult to treat 
successfully. Of the nature of extra-ovarian 
nymphomania little is as yet known. Frei pos- 
tulates the presence of a special brain centre 
concerned with the genital system. 


The connection between nutrition and sexual 
health is referred to by the author. Vitamin 
is concerned with the genital system, but Evans 
and his co-workers have shown that it is con- 
cerned more with the uterus than with the 
ovary. 

T. &. 


* * * * * 


[Comparative Pathology of Tumours. Disc. 
Sect. Comp. Med., Royal Soc. Med. December, 
16th, 1931. Proc. Vol. xxv, No. 5. March, 1932, 
pp. 591-595, | 


“Cancer,” observed Dr. William Cramer, in 
opening this discussion, “is distributed through- 
out the vertebrate kingdom and exhibits the same 
fundamental features in animals as it does in 
man. It arises de novo in each individual, begins 
as a local disease and spreads by metastatic 
dissemination. It is not contagious,” The charac- 
teristic age incidence of cancer—another feature 
common to the disease in animals and in man— 
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is essential for an understanding of its distribu- 
tion in the animal kingdom. In order to establish 
the presence or absence of the disease in any 
particular species it is necessary to examine a 
sufficiently large number of middle-aged and old 
individuals. When this condition has been 
observed, no species has so far been found which 
is free from cancer. The apparent rarity of 
the disease in many species of domestic animals 
finds an explanation in the fact that these animals 
are killed, as a rule, before they reach the cancer 
age. 

Dr. Cramer proceeded to illustrate the fact that, 
while cancer has the same fundamental features 
in all vertebrates, there are variations in the 
different species in certain details, e.g., sex 
incidence, type of tumour, and organ affected. 

That there is no evidence of infectivity in fowl 
iumours, these occurring sporadically as do those 
of mammals, was observed by Dr. S. L. Baker, 
who proceeded to enumerate the types noted by 
him. Although the relationship between the fowl 
carcinoma and mammalian cancer is, so far, 
obscure, “ these tumours at least demonstrate the 
fact that a filterable agent is capable of causing 
a neoplasm; to this extent they support the pos- 
sibility of an extrinsic virus as a cause of cancer.” 

Two special difficulties facing the veterinary 
pathologist, in tumour investigation, were stressed 
by Dr. A. L. Sheather, viz., the intrusion of the 
question of cost, and the early termination of the 
life of the food-producing animals. 


Middle life appears to mark the beginning of 
the period at which cancer may occur, though 
in his own experience there were exceptions, 
notably cases in dogs under four years of age. 
Details regarding the types and distribution of 
tumours occurring in the lower animals (“ infor- 
mation gathered in the course of diagnostic work 
done in veterinary pathological laboratories ”’) 
are given. 

Dr. J. R. M. Innes stressed the impossibility 
of making a strictly scientific comparison between 
neoplastic diseases "in domestic animals and 
analogous conditions in man, since statistical data 
regarding the incidence of the different types of 
tumours in the various species are not sufficiently 
extensive, and there are many types of tumours 
in man which have not yet been shown to occur 
in animals. Inasmuch, however, as the same laws 
govern the origin and formation of tumours both 
of the lower animals and man, comparative 
encology is a matter of practical importance and 
not merely of academic interest. A table indica- 
tive of types of tumour met with in domesticated 
animals is given: the total of 137 cases includes 
fibromata 17, angiomata 14, round-cell sarcomata 
7, fibro-sarcomata 8, melanomata 18, adeno- 
carcinomata 9, squamous-cell carcinomata 22, 
embryonal carcinoma or seminoma (testis of 
dog) 5. 

W. B. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


PRESENTATION OF FREDERICK 
SMITH MEMORIAL FUND PORTRAIT 


The Quarterly Meeting of Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was held 
at 10, Red Lion Square, Holborn, London, W.C., 
on Friday, April 8th, Mr. G. P. Male, President, 
occupying the chair. 

The following Members of Council signed the 
attendance book: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Professors 
J. B. Buxton, J. F. Craig. Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Professors S. H. Gaiger, F. T. G. Hobday, 
Messrs. J. Holroyd, R. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, 
G. H. Locke, Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh, Professor J. Macqueen, Major D. S. 
Rabagliati, Professor J. Share Jones, Lieut.- 
Colonel P. J. Simpson, Captain R. Simpson, 
Major A. Spreull, Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. 
A. W. Whitehouse, Mr. J. Willett, Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge, Captain W. G. Wragg and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

The PRESIDENT: The first item on the agenda 
is the presentation of the portrait of Major- 
General Sir Frederick Smith on behalf of the 
Smith Memorial Fund. I call upon Sir John 
M’Fadyean. 

Sir JouwN M’FApDYEAN: Mr. President and 
Gentlemen, the Smith Memorial Committee was 
formed about a year ago in order to give effect 
to the feeling, diffused throughout the whole 
profession, that some adequate memorial should 
be provided in recognition of the immense ser- 
vices which Major-General Sir Frederick Smith 
conferred, by his labours, on the entire profes- 
sion—indeed, I may say, on the public. When 
the Committee met and considered how this 
could be best effected the project that first com- 
mended itself to the members of the Committee 
was that a portrait in oils of Sir Frederick 
should be made. It will be realised that there 
was difficulty in connection with that, owing 
to the fact that, as far as we were aware, there 
is not in existence any portrait in oils of Sir 
Frederick ; but it was decided that, in the ab- 
sence of such a portrait, we must endeavour 
to get one from the photo-portrait of Sir 
Frederick which was already in the possession 
of the Committee. 'The Committee, very fortu- 
nately, had recommended to them as an artist 
Mr. Dorofield Hardy, and in the unanimous 
opinion of the Committee he has achieved very 
remarkable success. (Applause.) 

It will, I am sure, not be expected that I 
should endeavour to set out, even in outline, 
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all that Sir Frederick Smith did for the benefit 
of the profession and of the public; but it will 
probably not be considered inappropriate if I 
point out what are the salient facts in connec- 
tion with his history. 

Sir Frederick Smith was born on April 18th, 
1857, and at the age of 16 years he entered 
the Royal Veterinary College, London. On 
April 3rd, 1876, he obtained his diploma with 
great credit, gaining prizes in Physiology and 
Cattle Pathology, and the Coleman Medal for 
an essay on Specific Ophthalmia. He then ob- 
tained a commission to the Artillery, and sailed 
for India in 1877, where he spent eight years. 
In 1882, with the late John Henry Steel as co- 
editor, he established the Quarterly Journal of 
Velerinary Science in India, which continued to 
be published for seven years. In 1886 he was 
appointed Professor of the Army Veterinary 
School at Aldershot, where he spent five years, 
during which there was established a Vaccine 
Institute which supplied all the calf lymph re- 
quired for the Army. He also wrote during his 
stay at Aldershot, about 50 original communi- 
cations for the professional journals, in addi- 
tion to compiling his text-books on Veterinary 
Hygiene and Veterinary Physiology, and his 
Manual on Sore Backs—the last of which was 
subsequently embodied in the Army Manual on 
the Care and Management of Horses. 

Between 1893 and 1808 he published papers 
on, inter alia, the Physiology of the Horse’s Eye, 
the Loss of Horses in War, and the Physiology of 
the Horse’s Foot. He also did original work bear- 
ing on the control of strangles and pneumonia 
in horses. He served in the Nile Campaign in 
1898, and when war broke out in South Africa 
he was sent there on active service. He was 
then for 2} years Principal Veterinary Officer 
in South Africa, and afterwards returned to 
England to take up the duties of Principal 
Veterinary Officer, Eastern Command. In 1907, 
he was appointed Director-General of the Ser- 
vice with the rank of Hon. Major-General. He 
had reached the top of his profession at the 
age of 50. An Army Veterinary Corps had 
already been created, and Sir Frederick set 
about the re-organisation of the system of 
yeterinary stores. When Lord Haldane was 
organising the Territorial Korce, General Smith 
succeeded in obtaining the inclusion of veteri- 
lary cadres in the organisation. He also en- 
deavoured to have the Veterinary Service, which 
was subordinate to the Remount Department, 
placed directly under the Quartermaster- 
General. In this he did not succeed before he 
retired in 1910, but it came about in 1911. There 
is no doubt. however, that the subsequent 
development of the Army Veterinary Service, 
which showed such conspicuous efficiency during 
the European War, was the natural result of 
the reforms proposed by Sir Frederick Smith. 
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The Late Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, K.C.M.G., C.B., F.R.C.V.S., 
HONORARY ASSOCTATE, R.C.V.S.. FORMERLY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, A.V.S. 


(Photograph of the Portrait presented to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons by the 
Veterinary Profession, April 8th, 1932. | 
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After his retiral in 1911, except for the period 
of the War, when he was re-employed as a 
Deputy-Director of Veterinary Services, and 
afterwards as Assistant Director-General, he 
devoted the remainder of his life to the task 
of completing his historical works, ‘* The Veteri- 
nary History of the War in South Africa,” 1919, 
and “ The History of the Royal Army Veteri- 
nary Corps,” 1927, and two volumes of his 
“ History of Veterinary Literature.” He passed 
the proofs of his third volume just before his 
death on July 27th, 1929. The fourth volume 
he left in manuscript to our respected Secre- 
tary, Dr. Bullock, together with all his other 
papers, 

Lastly, it should be mentioned—a conspicuous 
fact in connection with his career—that, subject 
to certain life interests, he left the bulk of his 
forinne to this College in order to establish 
a fund for veterinary research. (Applause.) 

Everyone who knew Sir Frederick Smith will 
agree that in all probability he would have 
achieved eminence in any profession or walk of 
life—at any rate, in any profession in which 
exceptional ability, uprightness and devotion to 
work were features necessary for success. All 
of these features were combined in the character 
of Sir Frederick Smith. It is impossible to 
imagine a man more devoted to what I conceive 
was his only ambition, namely, to do his utmost 
to advance Knowledge regarding animals in 
health and disease, and to make the veterinary 
profession better fitted for the work that it is 
its function to discharge. The literal fact is 
that he wore himself out in order to fulfil this 
ambition. 

I have been requested by the members of the 
Memorial Committee, who represent the sub- 
scribers to the Fund, to offer his portrait to this 
Council as representing the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and I do so with great 
satisfaction, because I think—and it is very 
agreeable to think—that those who come to this 
Council Room long years after this and who 
may never have seen Sir Frederick Smith will, 
from this painting, be able to visualise what 
were his features and his expression. 

I beg to offer this portrait to be suspended 
in this Council Chamber. Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT: Sir John M’Fadyean and 
Gentlemen, on behalf of the Council IT have much 
pleasure in accepting the gift of the portrait 
from the Committee. I am sure we are very 
pleased to see the artist here—Mr. Hardy—and 
some of Sir Frederick’s old friends, Sir John 
Moore and Colonel Argyle. (Applause.) It is 
particularly appropriate that Sir John 
M’Fadyeuan should have been asked to make this 
presentation, because I believe 57 years ago 
both Sir Frederick Smith and Sir John 
M’Fadyean obtained their diplomas. (Applause.) 
Tt is not necessary for me to add anything to 


the eloquent tribute paid by Sir John M’Fadyean 
to Sir Frederick Smith. 1 am sure we shall 
all endorse what he has said. I am told from 
old friends that the portrait is an excellent 
one, and we shall treasure it very highly in 
memory of one who devoted his life to the ad- 
vancement of veterinary science. It will be an 
inspiration to us all. It only remains for me to 
thank on your behalf Sir John M’Fadyean and 
the members of the Committee for this memento. 
(Applause.) 

Sir Joun Moore: Mr. President, Sir John 
M'Fadyean, 2nd Members of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in the 
absence of the Colonel Commandant of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps, and on behalf of the 
Corps itself, I desire to thank the Council for 
the acceptance of Sir Frederick Smith's portrait 
in oi/ls. T am sure that the whole of the Army 
will be delighted at the appreciation that has 
been shown by the Council, and TI think myself 
that no better or fitting memorial could ever ' 
have been devised for the perpetuation of Sir 
Frederick Smith's memory; it is an acknow- 
ledgment of the great service Sir Frederick has 
rendered not only to the Army, but to the pro- 
fession as a whole. IT am sure it will be an in- 
spiration to all the veterinary profession who 
come after us, and it will be a delight when 
the proceedings of this meeting, and the photo- 
graph. are recorded our veterinary 
periodicals. Now that I am on my feet I should 
like to pay a very special tribute to the artist, 
Mr. Hardy. (Applause.) I think he has shown 
to us a very speaking likeness of Sir Frederick 
Smith. I do not think he could have been better 
portrayed. The detail is most magnificent. No 
doubt, perhaps, in course of time, it will tone 
down in colour, but it is a speaking likeness, as 
IT say, of Sir Frederick Smith. I do not know 
that I have anything more to say, except to 
thank the Council, on behalf of the Army and 
the Veterinary Service in general, for its accept- 
ance of this very pleasing and valuable portrait 
in oils in order to commemorate Sir Frederick's 
memory for ever. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure we are very grate- 
ful for your appreciation, Sir John Moore, and 
we are very glad that you came to the 
presentation. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Apologies for absence were received from 
Major Abson, Captain Coleman, Mr. William 
Nairn, Dr. Sheather, Mr. Trevor Spencer, and 
Mr. Clarkson. 

Resignation of Mr. Clarkson.—A letter was 
also received from Mr. Clarkson, in reply to 
the Secretary's letter conveying the desire of 
the Council that he should reconsider his 
decision to resign his membership. Mr. Clarkson 
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intimated, with great regret, that his decision 
must be final. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure we shall all be 
extremely sorry to hear the decision to which 
Mr. Clarkson has come. We hoped that he 
might have reconsidered it. I think you will 
feel with me that we should put on record our 
appreciation of all the services that he has 
rendered to the profession during his 20 years’ 
membership of this Council and as President. 
(Applause. ) 

Dr. BRADLEY: Mr. President, as a very old 
and close friend of Mr. Clarkson, I regard it 
as a very considerable privilege to be allowed 
to move that we record our sinGere appreciation 
of the services Mr. Clarkson rendered to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on this 
Council for the long period of 20 years. IT am 
quite sure that all will agree with me when I 
suy that no one showed a keener interest in 
the work of the Council, and no one was more 
conscientious in the performance of his duties. 
(Hear, hear.) To these qualities I should like 
to add that no one had a more charming person- 
ality. (Hear, hear.) We remember how 
graciously he filled the Presidential Chair, and 
we should be doing an injustice to ourselves 
were we hot to put on permanent record our appre- 
ciation of what we owe to our old friend Mr. 
Clarkson. (Applause.) 

Sir JoHN M’FADYEAN: I second that with 
pleasure, Sir. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Brilish Medical Association Centenary.—An 
invitation was received from Lerd Dawson of 
Penn, President-elect of the British Medical 
Association, inviting the Council to send a dele- 
gate to the Centenary Meeting to be held in 
London during the week commencing July 24th. 

The PRESIDENT: I think you will be gratified 
at this invitation, and that you would wish to 
appoint a delegate. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: I move’ the 
President of the College be appointed delegate 
of this College, and, failing him, his nominee. 

The motion was seconded carried 
unanimously. 

Royal Sanitary Institute Congress.—An invita- 
tion was received from the Royal Sanitary In- 
stitute to appoint delegates to the Congress to 
be held at Brighton on July 9th-16th, at which 
there will be a Veterinary Hygiene Section 
under the presidency of Alderman Sir William 
Phené Neal. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK.—I move that the Presi- 
dent or his nominee be appointed. 

This was agreed. 

International Congresses of Comparative 
Pathology.— Correspondence was submitted from 
Dr. Minett, accompanied by an invitation to the 
Council to appoint a representative on the 


Permanent Committee of International Con- 
gresses of Comparative Pathology. 

The CHAIRMAN: IT expect vou will want to 
appoint a delegate to this rather important Com- 
mittee. Dr. Minett has represented the profes- 
sion before in Paris. I do not Know whether 
you would like to appoint him again. 

Colonel] BRITTLEBANK: I move the nomination 
of Dr. Minett. 

Unanimous concurrence was expressed by the 
Council. 


THE LATE MR. 8S. H. SLOCOCK 


Obituary.—The REGISTRAR read the Obituary 
List, which contained the names of two former 
Members of Council, namely, Mr. Sydney 
Howard Slocock and Major-General Henry 
Thomson, C.B. 

The PRESIDENT: You will have noticed in the 
list just read the name of one who for 20 years 
was a Member of this Council, and who in 
1924-25 very ably filled the Presidential Chair ; 
I refer to Mr. Sydney H. Slocock. He retired 
from the Council in 1929, much to the regret of 
ali his colleagues. He had endeared himself to 
us all by his kindly and genial manner, and by 
his sound common-sense and sterling character. 
I am sure that you would wish that a vote of 
condolence with his relatives be passed by this 
Council, and I propose that. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: Mr. President, I rise 
with deep sympathy to second the vote which 
you have so ably proposed. It is difficult when 
one feels so deeply a loss such as that of Sydney 
Slocock, to express oneself without showing 
some emotion. I, who have tried, however in- 
adequately, to follow in his footsteps in another 
direction have realised more and more every 
day the great worth of Sydney Slocock. He 
Was 2 man at first who was perhaps difficult 
to know, but when you Knew him and the longer 
you knew him the more deeply you became 
attached to him and the more deeply you 
realised his sterling worth and what a genuine 
man he was. I think possibly, Sir, no greater 
tribute could be paid to any man than to say 
he was honest in all his convictions, and Sydney 
Slocock lived up to a standard of honesty which 
many of us find it difficult to attempt to attain. 
Sydney Slocock, throughout all the years IT knew 
him, was ever a loyal friend. It is with deep 
sympathy that I second the vote of condolence 
which you have so ably moved, Sir, and T am 
certain that the Council will receive this vote 
with as deep sympathy as any vote which has 
been passed during my recollection. 

The motion was carried in silence, all the 
members upstanding. 

Dr. BRADLEY: There was also read from the 
Obituary List the name of Major-General Henry 
Thomson, who was a member of this Council 
for 16 years, from 1904 to 1920; and as one 
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who occupied a seat in the room at the same 
time as he did during the latter part of his 
office, I should like you to allow me to move 
a vote of condolence to his family. 

Colonel WALKER: I should like to have the 
privilege of seconding that, because I knew 
Major-General Thomson when I first joined the 
Service, and knew his sterling character and 
qualities. 

The motion was carried in silence, all the 
members upstanding. 

The SECRETARY: J ought to report at this stage 
that I sent on your behalf, Mr. President, and 
on behalf of the members of the Council, a 
wreath to the funeral of Mr. Sydney Slocock, 
and I attended myself. Mr. McIntosh was also 
present. Major Slocock writes on March 29th 
to say :— 

“Dear Dr. Bullock: Would you very kindly 
convey to the President and the members of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. the appreciation of my 
sister and myself for their kind expression of 
sympathy and for the beautiful flowers which 
they sent.—-Yours sincerely, S. L. Slocock.” 

Mr. WiILLETT: It was unfortunate that some 
of us were not informed of Mr. Slocock’s death 
so as to give us an opportunity of attending. 
As a matter of fact I had a consultation in the 
district, and while there I rung up to ask the 
nearest station and when I said ‘*‘ How is Mr. 
Slocock?”’ I received the reply “ Do not you 
know that he was buried yesterday?” It was 
a great grief to me. I think someone should 
have informed us so as to give us an opportunity 
of going to the funeral. 

The PRESIDENT: I believe he was at work until 
just before the end. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: I think the Council 
might record its approval of the action which 
was taken by the Secretary in this case. 

The PRESIDENT: [ am sure we shall all agree 
with Dr. Share-Jones and approve the action 
of the Secretary in this matter. (Hear, hear.) 


Reports of Committees 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


Mr. MecIntTosu read the following report of 
a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, held on April Sth, and moved its 
reception and adoption. The motion was 
seconded by Captain SImMpson, and carried 
unanimously :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

A report was received from the Finance Sub- 
Committee with regard to tenders received for 
the provision of additional seating accommodation 
in the Council Room, and necessary decorations 
and repairs to the fabric of the building. 

The matter was referred back to the Sub-Com- 
mittee for re-consideratlion and the obtaining of 
further estimates, with authority to accept the 
most suitable estimates and put the work in hand. 

The Treasurer submitted his financial state- 


ment for the quarter, showing a balance in hand 
of £177 11s. 3d.. in addition to £350 on deposit, 
and liabilities amounting to £329 19s. 10d. 

The Treasurer’s statement was approved and 
instruction was given for payment of the liabili- 
ties shown, together with cheques for current 
expenditure. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture, Irish Free State, dated 
January 28th, 1932. in reference to annual fees 

payable to the College in respect of members 
an Ml in the Irish Free State. 

The Secretary was directed to make a formal 
ee for payment of fees due in respect 

the year ending March 31st, 1932, immediately 
after the granting of the Supplemental Charter. 

Three cases of members in arrears with annual 
fees were considered and the Secretary was in- 
structed as to the action to be taken. 

A grant of £100 was made to the Library for 
the current year. 

It was resolved: (a) “ That the salary of Mr. 
G. C. Jordan be increased by 5s. per week as 
from April 4th, 1932; 

“(b) That the salary of Mr. W. C. Scott be 
inenegeed by 2s. 6d. per week as from April 4th, 

It was resolved: “ That the preparation of the 
Annual Report in respect of the work of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee be 
remitted to the President, Chairman and 
Treasurer.” 


Examination Committee. 


Professor BUXTON read the report of a meeting 
of the Examination Committee held on 
Thursday, April 7th, as follows, and moved its 
reception and adoption. Major SPREULL 
seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously : 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

A report of the Honorary Associates’ Sub-Com- 
mittee was read and approved. 

The Secretary submitted a list of educational 
certificates Nos. 3923-3937, 3940-3949, 3956-3957, 
which, being in accordance with the bye-laws, 
had been accepted. The list was approved. 

Other certificates were submitted, and_ the 
ne were accepted:—Nos. 3950-3951, 3953, 

55. 

Exemption under Bye-law 62 was granted in 
the following case: —No. 3954, Wilson, S. E., B.sc., 
M.SC. 

An application was received for the recognition 
of passes at the first medical examination of the 
Conjoint Board in Chemistry and Physics, Botany 
and Zoology. 

In the special circumstances of this particular 
case, the application was acceded to. 

An application was received for recognition of 
the first M.B., or the Higher Certificate in Science, 
as qualifying under this bye-law. The Secretary 
was instructed to reply pointing out the condi- 
tions under which the applicant would be 
entitled to obtain the required exemption. 

An enquiry was received from Dr. Whitehouse 
as to the last date at which exemptions under this 
by e-law would be granted in respect of the four 
years’ course. It was resolved “ That the last 
date on which candidates can be registered as 
Class ‘ B’ students under the four years’ course 
by exemption under Bye-law 62 is October, 1932.” 

An application was received from Candidate 
No. 3685 for the further consideration of his 


| | 

* 

| 

| 


May 7, 1932. 


case. It was resolved “ That in the special cir- 
cumstances brought to the notice of the Com- 
mittee this candidate be granted exemption under 
the provisions of Bye-law 95, on condition that 
he completes the required course of instruction 
prior to the prescribed final examination to be 
held in July, 1933.” 

It was resolved to accede to an application from 
a candidate for the recognition of history as an 
optional required subject, in the College of 
Preceptors Senior, Examination. 

An application was received from Mr, Adam 
Gibb to o allowed under special circumstances 
to take Part I of the D.V.S.M. Examination in 
1933 and Part II in 1934. It was resolved to 
accede to the application. 

An application was received from Mr. J. A. 
Nicolson to be excused from further attendance 
before re-examination. a 

The application was also acceded to. 

The report from the Examiners on a Thesis 
for the Fellowship diploma, submitted by candi- 
date No. 83, was received to the effect that the 
Thesis was not satisfactory as regards literary 
presentation and was not in a form suitable for 

ublication, and cannot be accepted as reaching 
‘ellowship standard. 

The Examiners’ report was adopted. 

A letter was received from Mr. A, R. Smythe 
tendering his resignation for private reasons as 
Examiner in Materia Medica. Mr. Smythe’s 
resignation was accepted with regret. 

The report of the Special Sub-Committee on 
the Class C Examination, which was received at 
the previous meeting of the Committee, was con- 
sidered. After discussion, consideration of the 
report was adjourned to the next quarterly meet- 
ing. 

The draft Annual Report relating to the work 
of the Examination Committee was submitted and 
approved. 

It was resolved: (a) “ That a Sub-Committee be 
appointed to draw up regulations governing the 
award of the proposed Diploma in Tropical 
Veterinary Medicine, and to report.” 

(b) “ That the Sub-Committee be constituted as 
follows: — The President, Chairman, Major 
Dunkin, Professor Gaiger, Sir John M’Fadyean, 
Major Rabagliati, Dr. Sheather and Colonel 
Walker.” 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE EXAMINATION 
COMMITTEE. 


Professor BUXTON read the report of a special 
meeting of the Examination Committee held on 
Thursday, April 7th, as follows, and moved its 
reception and adoption, Colonel BRITTLEBANK 
seconding the motion, which was carried 
unanimously 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

A report of the Sub-Committee appointed to 
draw up the Schedules to the Examination 
Syllabus was read and approved. 

The revised Examination Syllabus relating to 
the first examination of the five years’ course was 
considered, and with certain verbal amendments 

yas approved for recommendation to the Council 
to be formally adopted as Bye-laws. 

Consideration of the remainder of the Syllabus 
was deferred to the next meeting. 

A draft of proposed alterations and additions 
to Bye-laws was submitted. It was resolved “ That 
notice be given in the usual way for the adoption 
= the following alterations and additions to Bye- 
aws:— 
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BYE-LAWS APPLYING TO THE FIVE 
YEARS’ COURSE 

Bye-law 60,—Every candidate who desires 
to enter upon the course of instruction for 
qualification as a veterinary surgeon must 
first have passed one of the recognised ex- 
aminations in general education. The 
educational certificate, together with a copy 
of the candidate’s birth certificate, must be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons not later than 
three months after the,commencement of the 
course. 


PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS. 


Bye-law 61.—Every candidate who desires 
to present himself for the first time for the 
professional examination in any class must, 
not less than fourteen days before the date 
of the written examination, submit to the 
Secretary of the Royal College, or other per- 
sons appointed by the Council for that 
ourpose, a certificate to the effect that he has 
een a student for the prescribed period at 
one of the affiliated veterinary schools, and 
has therein satisfactorily attended during 
that period the courses of instruction pre- 
scribed for that examination. 


Addendum to Bye-law 62. 

In the case of students registered as having 
entered upon. the five years’ course, the 
exemption under this bye-law shall apply to 
Chemistry and Physics and Biology only; the 
subject of Animal Husbandry, Part I, must 
be taken before the candidate presents him- 
self for the third year’s examination. 
Addendum to Bye-laws 67 and 68. 

Candidates registered as having entered 
upon the five years’ course shall pay an _ex- 
amination fee of £6 6s. for each examination. 
Candidates referred in one subject shall pay 
a fee of £4 4s. for each re-examination in that 
subject. A candidate exempted under bye- 
law 62 shall pay a fee of £10 10s. on present- 
ing himself for the first time for the second 
year’s examination, and if referred in one 
subject shall pay a fee of £5 5s. for each re- 
examination in that subject. 

Bye-law 71.—Add: “this condition shall 
not apply to students who have failed in one 
subject only. (See Bye-law 77.) ” 

Alteration and addition to Bye-law 94, | 

Add after the words “ Final Examination ” 

the words “ of the four years’ course.” 
_ Add, at the end of the Bye-law, the follow- 
ing:—‘“‘In the case of candidates registered 
as having entered upon the five years’ course, 
the registration fee shall be £5 5s.” 

April 6th, 1932. 

Captain R. Simpson desired to make certain 
comments on the proposal to*set up the five 
years’ course in October, 1932, but it was ruled 
by the PRESIDENT that such comments would 
more appropriately be made at the close of the 
ineeting. 

The motion for the adoption of the Examina- 
tion Committee’s Report was then put and 


‘arried. 


Registration Committee. 


The REGISTRAR read the report of the 


Registration Committee as follows :— 
At a meeting of the Registration Committee 


| 
= 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


532 No. 19. VoL. xm. 


May 7, 1932. 


held on Wednesday, April 6th, 1932, the minutes 
of the previous meeting, having been printed and 
circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 


CASES. 


2074. The Secretary submitted correspondence 
and his action in the matter was approved. 

N.33. “Canine Specialist.” This case was 
ordered to stand over for further evidence. 

N.51. Drewe. “ Veterinary Surgeon.” This case 
was struck out in the absence of proper evidence. 

N.53. VANNAM-SmitTu, W. “ Consultant in canine 
ailments.” An undertaking, which was approved, 
was submitted in this case. 

N.54. Using titles “ Canine Specialist”; “ Hos- 
pital”; “ Veterinary Cases.” This case was 
referred to the Solicitor with authority to prose- 
cute if proper evidence is obtainable. 

N.55. Price, T. ‘“ Canine Surgery.” This case 
was struck out owing to the death of the accused. 

N.56. J. “ The Veterinary.” 

N.57. PArkINnsON, J. B. “ Veterinary Surgeon.” 

N.58. Co_e, W. C. “ L.R.A.V.C.”) The Animal 
Dispensary.” 

N.60. Russe_t, W. “ An experienced Vet.” 

N.61. Howarp, M. G. “ Veterinary Surgeon.” 

N.64. Harris, S. “ F.E.V.L, Canine Specialist.” 

N.65. BoxaLL, J. Veterinary Practitioner.” 

In all these cases satisfactory undertakings were 
received. 

N.59. PeRcIVAL, E. and L. “ Specialists in the 
treatment of domestic animals.” This case was 
ordered to stand over for further evidence, 

N.63. MAcLEop, E. ‘“ Canine Medical Service.” 
This case was struck out in the absence of suffi- 
cient evidence. 

* 


N.62. WHENMOUTH, R. London, 


Specialist.” This case was deferred for further 
evidence. 
Correspondence was submitted and the Secre- 


tary was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 


The report was adopted, on the proposition 
of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Colonel 
BRITTLEBANK, and it was ordered that the 
Common Seal be attached to the authority for 


prosecution. 

The REGISTRAR read the report of a further 
meeting of the Registration Committee held on 
April 7th as follows :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. , 

The following report of the Registration Sub- 
Committee was read and adopted:— 


Meeting held on Wednesday, April 6th, 1932. 
Mr. G. H, Locke was appointed to the chair. 


The Secretary read the reference as follows:— 
“ Council Minutes, January 8th, 1932. 


(a) That with a view to devising means for 
protecting the interests of qualified 
veterinary surgeons a Sub-Committee 
be appointed to enquire into the whole 
question of the conduct of canine and 
feline practice, with special reference 
to the carrying on of hospitals and 
boarding kennels by members and also 
by laymen ostensibly ‘under veteri- 
nary supervision, and to the adver- 
tising of the same. 

(b) That the Sub-Committee consist of the 

following members with power to co-opt 
other members and to take evidence : — 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W.  Brittlebank, 
Captain J. C. Coleman, Professor 


F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. J. Holroyd, 
G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, J, Willett, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge.” 

After consideration, it was resolved: “ That a 
questionnaire be prepared for the purpose of 
obtaining evidence regarding the carrying on of 
boarding or other kennels by unqualified persons 
and to what extent practising veterinary surgeons 
are prejudiced by not being allowed to adopt 
some form of advertising of their boarding 
kennels.” 

It was further resolved: “ That the Secretary 
be authorised to issue the questionnaire to all 


members with the Annual Report and Voting 
Papers.” 
CASES. 


2444. Advertising. This member had _ been 
summoned to appear to answer a charge of adver- 
tising in contravention of Bye-law 53. The 
member did not appear, but tendered his resigna- 
tion as a member and begged to be excused from 
attendance. The Committee, in accordance with 
Standing Orders, proceeded to consider the case 
in his absence, and it was resolved to recommend: 
“ That the Committee find the charge proved.” 

2466. Advertising. The Secretary submitted a 
letter from the Registrar of the Board of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons of New South Wales to the effect 
that Mr. Doyle had given that Board an under- 
taking that he would discontinue the use of the 
letters M.R.C.V.S. in any future advertisements he 
might issue. 

2486. Conduct. The Secretary submitted a letter 
from this member and after consideration it was 
resolved that no further action be taken. 

2487. Covering. A satisfactory explanation was 
received in this case. 

2488. Alleged canvassing. 

2489. Alleged canvassing. 

These cases were deferred for further evidence. 


Correspondence.—A letter was received from a 
member asking permission to be allowed to adver- 
lise his boarding kennels without publication of 
his qualification. This request was referred to the 
Registration Sub-Committee appointed to con- 
sider this matter. 

A letter was received from a member, together 
with a list of disinfectants approved by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for the pur- 
pose of the diseases of animals (disinfection) 
order of 1926, which included the name, address 
and qualification of certain members of the pro- 
fession. The Secretary was instructed to ask that 
in future publications of the list the professional 
qualification should be omitted. He was also in- 
structed to communicate with the members 
concerned. 

A letter was received from a member, together 
with a copy of an advertisement in the Poultry 
World, which it was resolved to refer to the 
Registration Sub-Committee, 

Further correspondence was submitted and the 
Secretary was instructed as to the replies to be 
sent. 

An application for restoration was received 
from Mr. Joseph Randolph Welsby, whose name 
had been removed from the Register in 1919 under 
the provision of Section 6 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 1881. Mr. Welsby submitted testi- 
monials as to his good conduct and it was resolved 
to recommend: “That the name _ of = Mr. 
Joseph Randolph Welsby be restored to the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The draft Annual Report referring to the work 
of the Registration Committee was submitted and 
approved. 


The reception and adoption of this Report 
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were moved by the PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. 
WILLETT, and carried. 


Colonel BRITTLEBANK: In regard to Case 
No. 2444, I should like to move, as the decision 
of the Committee has been accepted, that judg- 
ment on that decision be suspended for three 
months in order to give the member an oppor- 
tunity to comply with the Byelaws of the 
College. 

Colonel YOUNG seconded and the motion was 
put and carried. 


Restoration.—Professor WOOLDRIDGE proposed 
that the name of Mr. Joseph Randolph Welsby 
be restored to the Register. Colonel YOUNG 
seconded, and the motion was put and carried 
with the necessary quorum and majority. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


In the absence of the Chairman, Professor 
SHARE-JONES read the report of the Parlia- 
wentary Committee held on April 7th, as 
follows, and moved its reception and adoption, 
2 motion which was seconded and carried :-— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were iaken as reaé 
and signed as correct. 

The Secretary reported that the Veterinary 
Surgeons (Irish Free State Agreement) Act haa 
received the Royal Assent on March 17th. 

A letter was received from the Dominions Office 
stating that a communication had been sent to 
the Privy Council reporting the passing into law 
of the Veterinary Surgeons (Irish Free State Agree- 
ment) Act and stating that there was now no 
reason for delay in the granting of the Supple- 
mental Charter. 

The Solicitor reported that he had heard from 
the Clerk of the Privy Council that the Supple- 
mental Charter would be submitted to H.M. Privy 
Council for promulgation at an early meeting. 

It was resolved: “ That the Secretary be in- 
structed to communicate with the Irish Free State 
Veterinary Council informing them immediately 
the new Supplemental Charter had been granted.* 

A report was received from Professor Hobday 
and Colonel Young in regard to the Conference 
which they had attended as representatives of the 
College to consider the appointment of an 
Advisory Committee in regard to the provision of 
abattoirs, methods of slaughter, etc. 

A letter was received from the Honorary Secre- 
tary of the British Science Guild reporting that 
as an outcome of the Conference referred to, the 
British Science Guild had resolved to appoint a 
Committee of Technical Experts with the follow- 
ing terms of reference: : 


“ To verify and tabulate information relat- 
ing to methods of, and equipment for, the 
slaughtering of animals for food, with especial 
reference to sanitary, dietetic and humane 
requirements; to investigate new methods and 
equipment; to convey information on the sub- 
ject to local authorities and other bodies and 
persons.” 

An invitation was addressed to the Council to 
recommend two representatives to be appointed 
on the proposed Committee. 


*As reported in our issue of April 23rd, grant 
of the Supplemental Charter was approved by 
His Majesty the King on April 9th.—Eb. V.R. 


It was resolved to recommend that Professor 
Hobday and Colonel Young be appointed to repre- 
sent the College on the proposed Committee and 
to report any proposals made to the Committee 
in due course, 

The following Parliamentary Bills were sub- 
mitted, but no action was taken:—Slaughter of 
Animals Bill; Dangerous Drugs Bill; Destructive 
Imported Animals Bill. 

The draft. Annual Report relating to the work 
of the Parliamentary Committee was submitted 
and approved. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure we are all very 
pleased to see that the Trish Free State Veteri- 
hary Surgeons’ Act has received the Royal 
Assent. T hope we shall be able to welcome our 
Irish colleagues at the next meeting. (Hear, 
hear.) 


Library and Publication Committee. 


Mr. LIVESEY read the Report of a meeting of 
the Library and Publication Committee, held on 
April Sth, as follows, and moved its reception 
and adoption, Professor HOBDAY seconding the 
motion :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

The following interim report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee was received and approved:- 

Meeling held on April 6th. 
The Secretary read the reference as follows:— 
Council) Minutes, January, 1932, para. 11 
(iv) (b). 
* That a Sub-Committee be formed to con- 
sider the revision of the Register 
before publication in 1933. 
“That the Sub-Committee consist of the 
Chairman, Mr. McIntosh, Dr. Sheather, 
Colonel Walker and ex-officio 
members.” 

Mr. Holroyd was co-opted a member of the 
Sub-Committee. 

Suggestions for the revision of the Register, 
drawn up by the Registrar and Colonel G. 
Walker, having been circulated, were considered. 
lt was resolved to recommend: 

(a) That in future the annual Register to be 
published in accordance with the Acts of 

’arliament be restricted to the lists of Officers of 
the College, members of Council, Standing Com- 
mittees, Honorary Assotiates, Register of Fellows 
and Members, with Geographical Lists, Register of 
“Existing Practitioners” and Colonial and 
Foreign Lists. The question of the inclusion of 
other items was deferred to the next meeting. 

(b) That a second volume be prepared, to be 
published quinquennially, consisting of the rest 
of the matter now published in the annual 
Register. The Sub-Committee adjourned the con- 
sideration of the contents of this volume to their 
next meeting. 

The Librarian submitted his report on the work 
of the Library during the quarter, which showed 
that 145 volumes had been sent out on loan, in- 
cluding nine sent through the National Central 
Library for Students. Forty-four visitors had 
signed the attendance book. The Librarian also 
reported as to a number of medical periodicals 
subscribed to which were not regularly referred 
to, and it was resolved: 

(a) That the subscriptions for the following 
journals be discontinued: — British Medical 
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Journal; Lancet; Tropical Diseases Bulletin; 
Journal of Bacteriology; Journal of Dairy Science; 
Journal of Immunology; Endocrinology. 

(b) That the Librarian be instructed to furnish 
particulars of the amount of subscriptions in res- 
pect of a number of foreign veterinary journals 
not at present received in the Library. 

The Librarian was instructed to obtain further 
estimates for the provision of dictionaries of 
European languages. | 

_ The Librarian submitted a list of the presenta- 
tions to the Library received during the quarter, 
including the following: — 

By J. Roe—D’Arboval’s “ Dictionnaire 
Veterinaire,” 3 vols. 

By J. Holroyd—Journal of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Vol. 38, Nos. 10, 11, 12. : 

By J. F. D. Tutt——“ Nature of Disease,” 
(McDonagh), 2 vols. “About our Dogs” 
(Croxton-Smith). 

By N.V.M.A. — “ Pistol 
(MacNaghten). 

By J. Macqueen—* Notice sur la Neévrologie ct 
L’Angéologie des estomacs des Ruminans” (P. B. 
Gellé), 1838. 

And in addition a number of reports, collected 
papers, calendars, dissertations, pamphlets and 
periodicals. It was resolved: 

“ That the thanks of the Council be awarded to 
the respective donors.” 

The question of purchases of new volumes was 
deferred for the time being. ; ; 

The draft Annual Report yas considered in 
detail, and with a few verbal amendments it was 
resolved to recommend: “ That the report, when 
completed, be approved for issue to the profes- 
sion.” 

Professor Buxton: Arising out of that, I may 
be wrong, but I understand that it is proposed 
to omit in the annual Register such items as the 
affiliated colleges and the list of whole-time 
veterinary officers? 

Mr. Livesey: We have not finally decided. 
The first recommendation is made in order to 
find out whether it is desired to have two publi- 
cations or only one. The actual final decision 
as to the contents has not been made. 

The PRESIDENT: [ take it that this is only an 
interim report. 

Mr. Livesey: Entirely. 

Major DuNKIN: Will the adoption of this 
Report commit us to the principle of tyvo 
Registers—a reduced Register annually and an 
extended Register quinquennially? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, I take it that is so. 

Major DuNKIN: My opinion is that we have 
not considered that matter enough, and that 
that part of the report of the Library and 
Publication Committee should not be approved 
at the present moment but should be carried 
over to the next meeting. (Hear, hear.) 

The PRESIDENT: You would not object to that, 
Mr. Livesey? 

Mr. LIVESEY: No. 

The PRESIDENT :Then those two paragraphs (a) 
und (b) it is suggested should be referred back. 
Your labours are not completed, Mr. Livesey? 

Mr. Livesey: I would point out that a diffi- 
culty arises in this way: the Sub-Committee 
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requires some authority in one direction or the 
other—either to continue as at present, or to go 
on with two publications; otherwise we make 
no progress. If you authorise us to go on with 
two publications, it will take us all our time 
to get the work completed by October, when it 
is necessary to have it ready for publication in 
the next year’s Register. We are proposing 
to meet again at the date of the annual general 
meeting. If you refer the report back, I pre- 
sume we shall not be able to do anything more 
with regard to next year’s Register. That is 
the position. 

Professor BUXTON: One cannot help feeling 
that we are trotting round in a circle. The 
Comniittee evidently wants the permission of 
this Council to have two volumes in order that 
they can get on with the work; but surely it is 
unreasonable to ask this Council to give any 
permission for an alteration until it knows what 
is to be contained in the one or two volumes, 
as the case may be. I think it would be very 
unfortunate if we decided now on the principle 
that there were to be two volumes, if it has 
to be subsequently decided what is to be put 
in them. I think it should be done the other 
way about. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: The position of the 
Committee is perfectly clear. They will not be 
in any dilemma. It simply means that until 
this Council decide to have two volumes they 
must go on in the old way and work as though 
the publication is to be one volume. The prin- 
ciple is one which will admit of a good deal 
of discussion. I understood from the Chairman 
of the Committee himself that the Committee 
were not quite decided in their own minds as to 
this change. 

Mr. Livesey: Perhaps it will make it clear 
to the Council if I say that the annual publica- 
tion which we should propose to issue would 
be restricted to that publication only which is 
required by the Act of Parliament, and which 
we suggest should contain the officers of Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for 
the year, the Standing Committees, Register 
No. 1 as it now stands in our Register—that is, 
Fellows and Members—Register No, 2, Register 
No. 3—which is “ existing practitioners,” the 
geographical lists, addresses wanted, notices, 
resolutions of Council, and such extracts from 
the Byelaws as affect the position of members 
of the profession—c.g., Byelaw 53, and Byelaws 
governing votes and election of Council; also 
the obituary list. We are agreed on nothing 
further than that at the present time for the 
annual issue. So far as what was proposed 
for the other publication which would come out 
either three-yearly or five-yearly, it would con- 
tain matter which it is not necessary to print 
every year, such as all the Acts, Charters and 
chronological lists, the lists of examiners, 
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Fellows, D.V.S.M., and so on; 1 would add that 
we should publish annually the whole of the 
Byelaws as a separate pamphlet for handy use. 
By carrying out this proposal we should save 
about 160 pages of the Register, and a very con- 
siderable expense. I do hope I have made my- 
self clear. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE: May I ask what amount of 
money would be saved annually by this 
suggestion ? 

Mr. LIVESEY: We cannot tell the exact amount 
yet until we have had estimates for the reprint- 
ing, but I think it will be roughly about £100 
a year. 

Professor CRAIG: I think we should be ill- 
advised to come to an immediate decision, in 
view of the fact that we are changing over to 
a five years’ course, which will mean consider- 
able alterations in regard to various matters 
which should be available to the members of 
the profession. The matter is not urgent, and 
it can be considered again. 

The PRESIDENT: The members have not yet 
had time to consider this matter—which may 
be thought to be slightly revolutionary. I had 
the opportunity of being at the Committee meet- 
ing, and I must say that it did seem to be an 
improvement to have two Registers; but I think 
it would be wiser, Mr. Livesey, if I may suggest 
it to you, to have the matter referred back. You 
‘an still go on with your labours, and when we 
have had more time to think about it we may 
agree with it. 

Mr. Livesey: I quite understand, and the 
Committee is entirely in the hands of the 
Council. 

Major DunkIN: If this is agreed to, the terms 
of reference to the Sub-Committee will have to 
be amended, because the Register is supposed 
to be altered, and these alterations are supposed 
to take place in the Register in 1933. It will 
be impossible to do that if you refer it back. 
Therefore the terms of reference will have to 
be altered, and 1933 deleted. 

The PRESIDENT: I was suggesting that you 
should go on the supposition that there would 
be two Registers. 

Mr. Livesey: You will see that if it is not 
the wish of the Council that there should be 
two Registers, it is useless our spending our 
time on the matter. Our terms of reference 
related to the Register of 19383. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: Did the terms of 
reference include a direction from this Council 
to prepare two Registers? 

The SECRETARY: No. 

Professor SHARE-JONES : Then why cannot they 
go on as hitherto? 

A MEMBER: They were given power to make 
recommendations. 

Major DuNkIN: I will move that we delete 
those two paragraphs. 
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The SECRETARY : The amendment is: ‘‘ that the 
Report be adopted with the exception of para- 
graph 2.” It is the Report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee which is referred back. 

Colonel YOuNG: [ will second that. 

The PRESIDENT: | will put the amendment to 
the meeting. 

The amendment was then put and earried, 
ten voting for and three against. 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is carried. 

Mr. McIntrosu: Would it not be well that the 
Committee should haye some guidance as to 
whether we are agreed on the principle of 
having two Registers or not? If we say “ No” 
the Committee would be definitely advised on 
that point. I think the Committee should have 
some guidance. It is no good their going on 
considering the matter of having two Registers 
if the idea is not acceptable to the Council. 

A MEMBER: I think the Committee should 
have a perfectly free hand to decide what they 
should do in future. Speaking for myself, I do 
not feel in a position to express an opinion as 
to whether it is desirable or not to have one or 
two Registers. 

The PRESIDENT: I will put it as a substantive 
motion that this Report be received and adopted 
with the exception of the Report of the Sub- 
Committee, which is referred back. That does 
hot mean that the Council necessarily dis- 
approves of two Registers, but they are not pre- 
pared (that is how I take it) at the moment to 
give an opinion upon it without further informa- 
tion. If you would like a vote on it to-day—- 
as to whether we should go on with the two 
Registers or not—that will be taken, but I think 
it would be rather unfortunate. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : Does not it amount to 
this—that whatever recommendation is brought 
forward by the Committee in regard to this 
matter it cannot be accepted unless there is a 
free discussion in this Council Chamber first? 
So that it seems to me that provision should be 
made for that, if the desire of certain members 
is to be carried through. 

Mr. LIVESEY: T am very sorry indeed that an 
interim report of a Sub-Committee which has 
really only just commenced its work should 
have found its way to the Council so soon. It 
is entirely immature, and it is entirely owing 
to its being immature that it is handled in the 
way that it has been handled. I daresay it is 
my fault and my mismanagement, but I do feel 
that it is impossible for members of Council, 
having this subject sprung upon them at this 
short notice and with so little information, to 
have any possible idea of the difficulty and size 
of this subject and the different considerations 
which have to be taken into account. T am fully 
of that opinion. I am sorry it has come before 
you. I am sure that if you could have a clear 
and conerete proposition put before you, then 
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there would be something to discuss; but if 
you say now that you will not have two publica- 
tions, all I can say is that the work of the Sub- 
Committee falls to the ground, because they 
have already resolved that. 

The PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Livesey has not 
quite understood the position. I think we are 
all very much in sympathy with him. We are 
most grateful to the Committee for going into 
this matter, but we are not prepared at the 
moment to give a decision one way or the other, 
and I would suggest that no vote is taken to-day 
on that point. I am quite sure all the members 
would wish the Committee to be good enough 
to go on with their deliberations, and to prepare 
the two volumes, and get out a more complete 
report which the Council can consider. If they 
did not approve of it then, they might do so at 
a later time. I will put it to the vote if you like. 
(‘‘ No, no.”) Then I will put the amendment 
“us a substantive motion. 

The motion was put and carried. 


Report of the Dinner Committee. 


The Secretary: Three meetings of the Dinner 
Committee have been held. Invitations have 
been issued to a large number of guests, and 
we have the honour of the promise of the pre- 
sence of the Duke of Gloucester who will be 
prepared to propose the Toast of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Other toasts 
have been considered. The matter is still under 
consideration, but I am authorised to publish 
to the professiou., with the Annual Report, in- 
formation with regard to the Dinner. The price 
of the tickets will be 15s., which will include 
tips but not wine or cigars, and every other 
necessary arrangement will be made. This is 
an interim report. 

The PRESIDENT: I propose the reception and 
adoption of that Report. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: I second it. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The PRESIDENT: The Committee is still carry- 
ing on with its labours. I hope the Council will 
(ioc its best to support the Dinner and its Presi- 
dent and that as many members of the profes- 
sion as possible will attend. 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

Professor SHARE-JONES: I beg to give notice 
of my intention to move at the next Quarterly 
Meeting that Byelaw 95, sub-section (d), be 
amended to read :— 

“ The subjects of the prescribed final ex- 
amination shall be subjects 1 and 2 of the 
Class D examination.” 

Professor Buxton: I have to give notice that 
at the next Quarterly Meeting I shall move 
that the syllabuses of teaching and examination 
in respect of the first year’s work of the new 
five years’ course be adopted as Byelaws and 
also to move the alteration of the Byelaws that 


I read to you on a previous occasion this 
afternoon. 


ANY OTHER MATTERS 


Captain StMpson: When the Report of the 
kxamination Committee was before the Council 
I wished to refer to certain misgivings which I 
personally had, and which were probably shared 
to some extent by others outside this Chamber, 
regarding the opportuneness of the moment to 
make this change over to the five years’ course 
in view of the financial conditions which have 
existed in this country just recently, and which 
still exist. I was going to suggest that these 
conditions were likely to affect very seriously 
that class from which our profession is likely to 
draw its graduates in future, and that the ex- 
tended course would impose for some little time 
to come a very heavy burden on the parents and 
guardians of students. It was also my intention 
to refer to the question of the condition of agri- 
culture and its relationship to our profession at 
the present moment. The great bulk of our 
country practitioners are finding that the re- 
wards for their work are hardly commensurate 
with the expenditure involved in a five years’ 
course of training. One hopes that these two 
conditions which I have mentioned will be 
entirely of a temporary nature. My sole purpose 
in referring to them at this late stage was to 
give the Chairman of the Examination Com- 
mittee an opportunity of saying that both he and 
his Committee have given those two considera- 
tions full consideration in recommending the 
alteration of the regulations coming into opera- 
tion this year, and also to assure us further 
that the reasons for making the change are suffi- 
ciently urgent to negative any suggestion or any 
plea which may be made for a postponement of 
the operation of the five years’ course. 
(Applause.) 

Professor Buxton: Sir, it is a little difficult 
to answer the last part of the statement of 
Captain Simpson, because I must assume, of 
course, that the Council has seen no reason to 
alter the view which it took some while ago, 
namely, that the five years’ course should start 
in October, 1932, and I think that the Council, 
as usual, is perfectly wise and right; otherwise 
I am sure it would not have suggested the altera- 
tion. I want to make clear one or two points 
which I hope will set Captain Simpson’s mind 
at rest. It must be quite evident to all of us 
that any financial effect which may be felt from 
the imposition of this five years’ course cannot 
be felt for four years; and one sincerely trusts 
that after four years’ time the financial condi- 
tion of this country and of that section of the 
population from which we are assumed to draw 
our students, will have become sufficiently 
stabilised to avoid any difficulty that might 
arise under that head. The other point is that 
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at the present moment, and for several years 
past, the average length of time required for 
students to qualify has been 48 years; that is 
to say, practically five academic years. On that 
score alone I suggest we can hardly be accused 
of imposing an added burden. When students 
are given more time for their studies we may 
hope that less time will be required on the 
average for passing. 

Again I think I should point out that any 
misgivings in the minds of practitioners need 
not necessarily cause undue apprehension, since 
the vast majority of pupils in our schools are 
drawn from classes other than. veterinary prac- 
titioners at the present time. Indeed, in coming 
in contact, as I very often do, with the parents 
of potential pupils, I discover that they are 
not in the least concerned by the duration of 
the course—not to anything like the extent 
that they are impressed by the lowness of the 
fees required to train their children as veteri- 
nary surgeons. 

Another thing I would like to point out is this. 
It is a very old adage but it is true—that when 
trade is bad the professions flourish; and I 
think we may say that we are perhaps fortunate 
in having chosen this particular moment to 
launch our five years’ scheme. 

Sir JouN M’FADYEAN: I should like to point 
out two things to Captain Simpson. The first 
is that I can assure him that the question 
whether it was wise to extend the course by one 
year was very fully debated. I can say so 
with confidence, because I was one who advised 
that great caution was necessary in deciding to 
add one year and that the effects would have 
to be watched, because, as I have pointed out, 
this Body owes a duty to the country—which 
is that it must provide it with an adequate 
number of veterinary surgeons. It might easily 
become an inadequate number, even taking into 
consideration the fact that veterinary surgeons 
ean do much more work now by meaus of a 
motor car than they could do with horses. 

The other point I want to call attention to is 
that the decision to add one year to the cur- 
riculum has had the immediate effect of doubling 
the number of those who want to come into 
the profession at the present time. We shall, 
if we fare well in the examinations during the 
next four years, have probably twice as many 
new entrants to the profession than if we had 
left the curriculum at four years. Whether 
that is a good thing or a bad thing I will not 
say. 

The PRESIDENT: You do not wish to move any 
motion, Captain Simpson? 

Captain Stmpson: No. TI should like to thank 


the Chairman of the Examination Committee 

for his reply. 

confidence. 
The meeting then terminated. 


T am _ sure it will create 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIFS VETERINARY 
SOCIETY 


SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT 
SOUTHAMPTON* 


A meeting of this Society was held at the 
South-Western Hotel, Southampton, on Friday, 
February 5th, when the members had the 
pleasure of listening to a particularly interest- 
ing paper by Professor J. MeCunn, of the Royal 
Veterinary College, on “ Some Surgical Condi- 
tions, Problems and Methods encountered in 
Canine Practice.’”’ The President of the Society 
(Major FE. S. Martin, of Christchurch) was in 
the chair and the other members present were 
Messrs. J. Facer, G. N. Gould, junr. (Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer), R. E. Klyne, W. F. 
Maynard, G. P. Male, A. J. Moffett, C. Pack, 
J. H. Ripley, J. F. D. Tutt, F. J. Taylor, J. S. 
Wood, and J. B. White, while the visitors in- 
ciuded (in addition to Professor MeCunn) 
Messrs. L. J. Ford, G. B. B. Howatt, Arnold 
(. Roberts and W. S. Streus. 

Obituary.—Rising at the outset of the proceed- 
ings, the President said it was his sad duty 
to make mention of the great loss the Society 
and their profession generally had sustained in 
the death of Mr. Edward Whitley Baker, of 
Wimborne, which had occurred on December 
5th—the day after their last meeting at 
Winchester. Mr. Whitley Baker had had a long 
and honourable career, dating from 1883 on- 
wards, in their profession and in publie life, the 
details of which had already been published in 
the Veterinary Record and in the local press. 
On hearing of Mr. Baker’s death he at once 
*phoned to their Honorary Secretary asking him 
to send an appropriate letter of condolence to 
Mrs. Whitley Baker, which Mr. Gould very 
kindly did, while Majonm Wood, who was attend- 
ing the funeral, was also asked to represent 
the Society there. 

They would all be aware, Major Martin pro- 
ceeded, of the valuable work Mr. Baker did for 
the Southern Counties both individually and as 
its Honorary Treasurer ; the deceased gentleman 
was also at all times an eloquent advocate for 
the Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and he was 
going to suggest that it would be a fitting tribute 
to his memory if they made a special collection 
that afternoon for the Fund their late colleague 
had so much at heart. He asked them to stand 
in silence for a few moments as a mark of 
respect. Ata later stage of the meeting, when 
the question of the appointment of a successor 
to Mr. Whitley Baker on the Executive of the 
Benevolent Fund was under consideration, the 
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Honorary Secretary suggested that as there was 
a special request for no flowers to be sent at 
the funeral it might be in accordance with their 
wishes to vote a donation of one guinea from 
the funds of the Society in lieu of a wreath 
und which could be added to the collection they 
proposed to make. The President said he was 
sure they would all agree to this. 

The minutes of the last meeting, as published 
in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and confirmed, after which the Honorary Secre- 
ary announced apologies and expressions of 
regret at inability to be present from Professor 
Hobday, Miss Cust, Colonel Simpson and 
Messrs. Caudwell, Edie, MelIntosh, arr, 
Willows, Henry Gray and Dr. Sheather. 

Nominations,—On the proposition of Mr. C. 
Pack, seconded by Major Woop, the nomina- 
tions of Mr. J. B. White and Mr. B. Gorton 
for election as members were formally 
confirmed, 


CONFERMENT OF HON, FELLOWSHIP ON 
Mr. C. PACK 

The retirement from active practice of Mr. 
C. Pack, of Lymington, was next referred to 
by the PRESIDENT, who said that, as most of 
them were no doubt aware, their old friend had 
now reached the happy stage of retirement from 
his profession after half a century’s hard work 
in it for the public. During a considerable part 
of that time he believed Mr. Pack had been an 
cflicial of their Society and he had always been 
one of the most regular attenders at its meet- 
ings. The Honorary Secretary and himself con- 
sidered this was a suitable opportunity for the 
Society to record its appreciation of his work 
in his profession and of his loyalty to the 
Society by conferring on him the dignity of 
honorary fellowship, and he was sure they woul! 
wish to accompany this with an expression of 
their best wishes for Mr. Pack in his well-earned 
retirement. It was not for him to extol their 
friend’s many virtues, for they were well known 
to all of them, but he personally had enjoyed 
his friendship now for several years past, and 
he might mention that, although he and Mr. 
Pack at one time had neighbouring and over- 
lapping practices—in fact, during the late War, 
Mr. Pack was actually conducting the one he 
(the President) now had—there had never been 
a wry word or any complications between them. 
In pursuance of the notice placed on the agenda, 
he wished to move that the dignity of honorary 
fellowship be offered to Mr. C. Pack, of 
ILymington, in recognition of his great interest 
in and support for the Society during a period 
of 42 years, during ten of which he had served 
as its Honorary Secretary. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. H. RIpPvey, on rising to second the 
proposition, said he did so with very great 
pleasure. In fact. he would have been very 


disappointed if he had been omitted from parti- 
cipation in bringing that matter forward, be- 
‘ause, like Major Martin, he had been one of 
Mr. Pack’s nearest neighbours and they had 
known each other intimately for some ten vears. 

Mr. F. J. TaAyLor, of Oxford, said he would 
like to have the privilege of supporting the pro- 
position. it had been his pleasure to know Mr. 
Pack for a great number of years now and 
there was no one who more fully deserved the 
honour. 

The proposition was then put and agreed to 
with acclamation. 

Mr. (. PAck, in reply, said he did not know 
that he had done anything very special to 
deserve the honour they had conferred upon 
him, but he appreciated it very much. It was 
true he had been a member of the Society for 
a great many years, and he had seen some ups 
and downs in connection with it. Perhaps a 
few words about the early history of the 
Society, or rather of his own association with 
it, might be of some little interest to them. It 
was 42 years ago this February—he had only 
been at Lymington three months—that he was 
first invited to attend the annual general meet- 
ing of that Society to be held at the Royal 
Hotel in Southampton, and he well remembered 
missing the fast train and getting to the meet- 
ing somewhat late. He could not remember 
who the President was in those days, but the 
first member to greet him was Mr. J. B. Martin, 
who was then in practice at Rochester, and 
his first words were to inform him that he was 
to be the new Secretary. Needless to say, he 
had had no idea of that, but it appeared that 
the Secretary had resigned and he came away 
from that meeting landed with the Secretary- 
ship. Mr. Hollingham, of Redhill, was also 
made President. After ten years as Secre- 
tary he was able to persuade a successor to 
take on the duties and he remembered that the 
members presented him with an _ illuminated 
address together with a few other things, and 
altogether they behaved very nicely to him. His 
association with the Society had always been 
very pleasant for him and that day had seen 
the crowning point, in making him an honorary 
member. He was also very pleased to see Major 
Taylor there that afternoon because, as he had 
said, they had met on many occasions and one 
of the practices he had taken over was at 
Shaftesbury where he himself went as a pupil 
many years before. Mr. Pack concluded by 
expressing his warmest thanks for the honour 
conferred upon him by his fellow members. 

Correspondence.——The Tlonorary Secretary 
reported that he had written to Major Taylor 
congratulating him on behalf of the Society on 
his election as President of the Royal Counties 
Division. He had also received a letter from 
the National Horse Association asking for a 
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renewal of the Society’s annual subscription of 
one guinea. Major Woop proposed that the sub- 
scription be sent, and this was seconded by 
Mr. G. N. GOULD and agreed to. 

The resignation of Mr. Fowler, of Haslemere, 
was announced, but on the suggestion of the 
Honorary Secretary (who was endeavouring to 
get Mr. Fowler to reconsider his decision) it 
was agreed to allow this to remain over till 
the next meeting. 

Royal Show.—The arrangements for the 
lectures in connection with the forthcoming 
Royal Show at Southampton next July was the 
next business on the agenda, and the Honorary 
SECRETARY reported that he had arranged for 
Mr. J. L. Frood, of the Ministry*of Agriculture, 
to speak on “ Foot-and-Mouth Disease and its 
Control ” on the first afternoon ; for Mr. Harold 
Burrow, Chief Veterinary Inspector for 
Birkenhead, to speak on “ Tuberculosis and 
Milk” on the second day, and for Professor 
J. G. Wright, of the Royal Veterinary College, 
to speak on the third day on “ The Veterinary 
Profession and your Animals.” Each of the 
lectures (Mr. Gould added) would occupy about 
three-quarters-of-an-hour, but they could have 
the use of the tent for a longer period if 
necessary and they would all be open to discus- 
sion. With regard to advertising, the 
Southampton Canine Association and the Hants 
Kennel Association had both agreed to let them 
have a page in their schedules and catalogues 
in appreciation of the honorary services veteri- 
nary surgeons gave at their shows, and he was 
also hoping to make a similar arrangement with 
the Bournemouth Canine Association. The 
South-Eastern Jersey Club would also assist 
them. He intended to write to the Secretaries 
of the various branches of the National 
Farmers’ Union asking them to e¢all the atten- 
tion of their members to the lectures. One other 
matter on which he desired their opinion and 
approval was the selection of chairmen for their 
meetings. They wanted to make the meetings 
as impressive as possible and he thought it 
would be a good idea if they had a chairman 
for each meeting and a certain amount of plat- 
form support. The question was whether it was 
advisable to have lay chairmen or purely veteri- 
nary: his own idea was that it would be best 
to appoint members of their profession and, 
if they approved, he was going to suggest Mr. 
G. P. Male, Colonel P. J. Simpson and their own 
President at the time of the meetings. 

Mr. RrpLtey had great pleasure in seconding 
this and it was unanimously agreed to. 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.-Cn the 
proposition of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. 
G. N. GouLp, Mr. G. P. Male was appointed to 
represent the Society on the Veterinary Bene- 
volent Fund, in suecession to the late Mr. 
Whitley Baker. 
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Demonstraltion.—With the permission of the 
President, Mr. Bristow, of Diathermic Rays, 
Ltd., exhibited and explained the advantages 
of that firm’s Hala apparatus which is now 
being used by many veterinary surgeons for 
eczema and other skin troubles and which he 
suggested would be a big asset to have in any 
practice. 

In response to a question by Mr. Bristow as 
to whether any of those present possessed or 
had made use of the apparatus, Mr. Gould said 
he had used it experimentally but was not satis- 
fied that it had any therapeutic value. 

The President said that he had used the 
apparatus with a certain amount of benefit, 
but unless they had two parallel cases which 
were controlled it was difficult to give a definite 
opinion. 

Major Wood observed that he had found it 
useful for pneumonia in a horse, where it 
seemed to bring the temperature down. He 
thought it improved the circulation, and if they 
could do that it would benefit any diseased 
condition. 

Paper.—The President now called upon Pro- 
fessor James MecCunn, of the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, to read his paper 
entitled ‘“ Some Surgical Conditions, Problems 
and Methods encountered in Canine Practice.” 

[This paper is reproduced, together with a 
report of the discussion which ensued, at the 
commencement of this issue.—Eb., V.R.] 

At the termination of his reply to the dis- 
cussion, Dr. MeCunn was accorded a_ hearty 
vote of thanks for his paper and reply. 

Tea was taken, the members being the guests 
of Messrs. Facer, Ede and Gould, to whom a 
vote of thanks was passed. This closed the 


meeting. 
GEO. N. Goutp, junr., Hon. Secretary. 


MANCHESTER’S PASTEURISATION PLANS 


A deputation from the National Grade A Milk 
Producers’ Association has waited on the Man- 
chester Medical Officer of Health with regard to 
the proposed parliamentary powers to be sought 
by Manchester for securing the pasteurisation of 
the city’s milk supply. The Health Committee 
has instructed the Medical Officer to write to the 
Association stating that they cantot recommend 
any variation on the lines suggested by the 
deputation. 


* * * * * 


Ranikhet disease is the name of an apparently 
new disease of fowls. It is an acute, usually non- 
febrile, contagious and infectious disease caused 
by a filterable virus. It is characterised by 
dyspnea and a_ high mortality. Petechial 
hzemorrhage in the submucosa of the proventri- 
culus is practically the only lesion. This malady 
is probably indentical to the so-called “ New 
Castle ” in “avian pest” of 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


540 No. 19. VoL. xu. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


The Minister of Agriculture’s Statement 

In the House of Commons on Thursday of last 
week, on a consideration of the Civil Kstimates 
(House in Committee of Supply), the MInIsTER oF 
AGRICULTURE, Sir John Gilmour, in the course of 
his customary statement on the general agri- 
cultural position, said: 

In the field of agricultural education and re- 
search, as in other branches of activity, the main 
event of the year has, unfortunately, been the 
financial crisis. As I have already indicated, the 
estimated expenditure on those two services has 
been reduced roughly by 20 per cent. This has 
involved a scaling down of grants in aid of county 
agricultural education from 66% per cent. to 60 
per cent, a reduction approximately of 7 per cent. 
on the research and advisory services. This has 
involved some reduction and recasting of the 
salaries of research and advisory workers. Those 
people are already too lowly paid for the valuable 
services which they have rendered to the country, 
but these cuts have in general been very loyally 
accepted by the personnel of the research stations. 
During the year the Agricultural Research Council 
has been established to co-ordinate and advise 
on agricultural research work, and | think I am 
right in saying that although we are urged to 
enforce further economy, this is a suitable time 
to take stock of the whole position of research, 
and I think it will be a valuable thing that we 
have now available a body consisting of the lead- 
ing figures in the sciences underlying agriculture 
and of persons distinguished for their interest in 
und experience of practical agriculture who can 
review the whole position and give us their ex- 
pert advice. 

Foor-ANp-Moutn DISEASE 


The Ministry continue to wage war against 


diseases of animals and plants. During the past 
two or three years we have continued our in- 


vestigations into one of the baffling 
»roblems, namely, that of foot-and-mouth disease. 

do not desire to claim that we have solved the 
main problem of this very baffling disease. All 
I would claim for it is that I think we have been 
able to make progress in certain directions which 
has enabled us, in a variety of ways, to control 
and deal adequately with outbreaks when they 
occur. The policy of slaughter, as I said in 
answer to a question to-day, is still the only safe 
and satisfactory way of dealing with these out- 
breaks. During the year 1931 there were 97 out- 
breaks of foot-and-mouth disease in this countty. 
It may be interesting to compare those figures 
with those applying to outbreaks on the Continent. 
Last year Belgium had 612 outbreaks, Denmark 
10,773, France 10,878, the Netherlands 11,958, 
and Germany no fewer than 26,416. This is 
incidentally one of the many advantages we 
derive from our insular position and is a set-olT 
to the discomfort of a channel crossing. 

In the first quarter of this year there was only 
one outbreak, which took place in Durham, but 
I regret I am not able to say that we are free 
from this scourge at the present time. On 
April 18th an outbreak—the first for four months 
-——oecurred among a herd of pedigree stock on 
a farm at Cheriton, in Kent, and this was followed 
by a further outbreak on another farm a few 
miles away in the occupation of the same breeder. 
I hope we may be able to stop this outbreak. At 
the moment there is every hope that the out- 
breaks will be confined to a small radius, and I 
need not assure the Committee that we are exer- 
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cising the utmost vigilance. It is unfortunate that 
these outbreaks have occurred at the time when 
the whole industry is looking forward to holding 
agricultural shows throughout the country. In 
this, as in other suitable cases where animals 
have not been directly exposed to infection by 
this disease, we have tried inoculation with 
serum. Here, again, it would be unwise to express 
any opinion as to the effect of this inoculation 


treatment, but during 1931 there were 5,525 
animals inoculated with serum in connection 


with 23 outbreaks, and cases of the disease fol- 
lowed in only two of the lots treated. But it is 
not possible to be certain as to the effect of this 
treatment. It is, however, I think, a desirable 
one which we ought to pursue. 


DEBATE ON THE MINISTER’S REVIEW 
_ Mr. T. WILLiAMs, in the course of his observa- 
tions, said:— 

The Minister gave the Committee to-day figures 
of the cost of foot-and-mouth disease for last 
year. | think he said that £92,000 had been spent 
on combating that disease. I remember that in 
1923 the cost for that same disease exceeded 
£3,000,000, and it is fair to assume that, as a 
result of research and of the efforts of his very 
efficient Departmental officials, the cost of the 
tragic disease has been considerably reduced over 
a period of seven or eight years. I regret that 
one single penny-piece should have been with- 
drawn from research which deals with the 
colossal waste of cattle and stock due to this 
disease, which affects not only cattle but root 
crops and the rest. This economy on agricultural 
education is the most wasteful form of extrava- 
gance. What we are saving in education and 
research we shall spend ten times over, probably, 
by loss of stock and in other ways. The stand- 
still Order is tragic, and the right hon. Gentleman 
ought not to claim credit for having cut down 
these education services for the training of our 
people in agricultural ideas. 

THe ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 


The right hon. Gentleman made some reference 
to the Agricultural Research Council. I recall that 
Dr. Addison worked out a scheme for an Agricul- 
tural Research Council. Will the right hon. 
Gentleman teil us what that council are doing at 
the moment? Our information is that, although 
the scheme was worked out before the National 
Government took office, it has come to a standstill 
and that practically nothing is being done. What 
about the reconstruction of the veterinary college 
which has been clamoured for for years, as the 
right hon. Gentleman knows? Dr. Addison had 
arranged for it before he left office. Are we to 
understand that that has fallen also with the 
economies of the right hon. Gentleman? If so, 
I lament the fact, and I think that agriculturists 
who have demanded this improvement for so 
many years will regret the action of the right 
hon. Gentleman. I want to know what has hap- 
pened to the recommendations of the committee 
on grants provided for by the Noble Lord who is 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. The committee was an important one, 
and its recommendations were equally important. 


JOHNE’S DISEASE 


Viscount LymMinacTron made the following re- 
marks, among others:— 

The other side of research upon which money 
should be spent to the greatest possible extent 
is research into the wasteful diseases of animals. 
Few people realise that epizootic abortion among 
cattle produces far greater loss than any other 
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disease. To a certain extent that disease has been 
combated, but the results are not really percolat- 
ing to a sufficient extent to get right through the 
country. At the same time it is very desirable 
that we should endeavour to stop the disease 
known as Johne’s disease, which is rapidly and 
alarmingly increasing among dairy herds. The 
dairying industry, which is only a part, with its 
by-products, of the meat industry is the largest 
single industry in the country and Johne’s disease 
is rapidly increasing dairy wastage. Very little 
is known about it. It is a disease which we must 
tackle. [am almost certain that the wastage from 
this disease is considerably more than the wastage 
from foot-and-mouth disease last year. 

The serious point about this disease is that it 
is not notifiable. It does not require fresh legisla- 
tion to make it notifiable, and | hope the Minister 
of Agriculture will consider doing so. Animals 
come into the market with this highly wasting 
disease in its early stages upon them, and farmers 
‘annot judge whether the animals are affected, 
but they come into contact with other animals 
and so spread the disease. I have had letters 
from veterinary inspectors of the Government 
asking me if I could do anything to help them 
in this matter, because they have to notify far 
less serious diseases when, at the same time, they 
have to stand and watch animals with this disease 
upon them being sold in the markets, and are 
unable to condemn them. If we could get these 
two things in the way of research—research 
which would really bring some lasting economic 
benefit to the agricultural industry on the 
machinery side and research which would pre- 
vent the wasting of our flocks by disease, we 
should get real results and do something in the 
raiting period so that when agriculture is devel- 
oped we shall be able to start immediately and 
go full speed ahead. 


BovINE TUBERCULOSIS COMPENSATION 


Mr. D. GLossop observed that the Ministry gave 
a grant of 75 per cent. to local authorities in 
connection with cattle slaughtered under the 
tuberculosis regulations, and proceeded: I am 
not altogether happy that the working of the 
scheme is resulting in full benefit to the country, 
particularly with regard to the way in which the 
compensation is paid. The compensation is 
largely paid in the first place on the value of the 
animals, but it varies according to the density 
of the disease in particular animals. A cow can 
have tuberculosis not only in the lungs, but in 
the liver, the intestines, the joints, or the neck, 
and, when the owner notifies the local authority 
that he suspects the animal is suffering from 
tuberculosis, and the local veterinary surgeon 
agrees, the animal is slaughtered. If only one 
part of the body is affected with tuberculosis, the 
compensation is relatively high, no matter how 
long the disease may have been affecting the par- 
ticular organ. If when the animal is slaughtered 
it is found that the disease exists in several parts 
of the body, although in a very slight degree, the 
compensation is relatively less, because the dis- 
ease is said to be more general throughout the 
body. I consider that a cow which has advanced 
tuberculosis in one particular organ may be a 
more dangerous source of infection to the rest 
of the animals in the herd than a cow which has 
localised tuberculosis in possibly a couple of 
joints of the legs. 

Under the present system of awarding com- 
pensation there is no real inducement for the 
conscientious owner, who imagines that one of 
his animals is suffering from tuberculosis, to 
notify the local authority. If the animal is only 
slightly suffering, it may be three years before 
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it gets into a bad state, and the owner has a fear 
that, if he notifies the animal as being suspected 
of tuberculosis, he may get only small compensa- 
tion owing to the fact that the disease is general- 
ised. If the animal is badly affected, and it is 
obvious to the owner that the animal will soon 
die, he notifies it, not because he desires to rid the 
country of tuberculosis, but because he knows 
that compensation under this Order is much more 
orofitable than the price he will get from the 
cnacker for the animal. The Committee is asked 
to approve Estimates under this category amount- 
ing to £53,500, which is an increase of £7,000 on 
last year. The Committee, in voting such a large 
sum, are entitled to be assured that we are getting 
the best value for the money. The object of 
spending this enormous amount is not to give 
money to farmers who have tuberculous cattle; 
ihe whole idea is to get infected animals notified 
at as early a date as possible and slaughtered so 
that we may eliminate one of the most terrible 
cattle disease scourges. I suggest to the Minister 
that it would be worth the while of his Depart- 
ment to consider whether it is not possible to alter 
the methods under which compensation is paid 
in the case of the destruction of tuberculous 


animals. 
THE MINISTER’S REPLY 
Sir J. Gi-mMour, in the course of his reply, said: 
Upon the question of agricultural education 
and research, about which a good deal has been 
said from a variety of points of view, I realise 
the great advantage which the agricultural com- 
jaunity receives from agricultural research. Iam 
very conscious also of the urgent necessity of 
directing research into those channels of inquiry 
which will result in the most practical effort and 
in being brought before the farming community 
translated into a simplicity of words of which the 
farming community can make use. For that 
reason I welcome the setting up in this country 
of the Agricultural Research Council. That body 
vas set up under Royal Charter last October, and 
the council are now busily engaged in surveying 
the whole field of research and in visiting, and 
conferring with, the various institutions with the 
object of advising His Majesty’s Government and 
the Ministry over which I preside as to the most 
effective method of taking advantage of research. 
This problem of research is, carried on in a great 
variety of institutions, and grants are being given 
from various sources. At the present time, when 
we are facing this very difficult period, it is right 
that we should ask ourselves, with the greatest 
of care, what is the most productive effort and 
where we can improve upon our existing methods. 
The hon. Member for the Don Valley asked 
a question about the Royal Veterinary College. 
I am in great sympathy with the views expressed 
in many parts of the House as to the necessity 
of the Government’s policy having within it some 
regard to the animal products of the country, and 
‘an conceive of no service which can be of 
greater value to our live stock than a properly 
equipped veterinary education service. We all 
know the difficulties under which the service has 
been carried on and the great urgency of putting 
the Veterinary College in London in a_ proper 
condition. I regret very much that the financial 
situation forced me to say to those concerned 
in the rebuilding and development of this college 
that for the present I could not give them the 
grant which they had had previously, but I trust 
that this is merely a postponement; and it is a 
happy circumstance that they have in their hands 
at the moment enough funds of their own to make 
a beginning. Therefore, we can look forward 
to that being done, 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 

May 9th,—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee, 
2, Verulam Buildings, W.C.1, 
4.30 p.m. 

May 10th.—Meeting of the North Midland 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Sheftield. 

May 10th.—-Meeting of the Derbyshire Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Tamworth. 

May 12th.—D.V.S.M. Examination entries 
due. 

May 19th.—R.C.V.S. Council Election Voting 
Papers issued. 

May 26th.—R.C.V.S. Last day for receipt of 
Voting Papers. 

June 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meet- 
ing. V.V.B. Fund = Annual 
General Meeting. 

June 9th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 


begins. 

June 18th.—D.V.S.M. Oral Examination 
begins. 

June 29th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings 
begin. 


June 30th.—R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 
July 1st.—R.C.V.S. Council Meetings. 
July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Summer Examinations 


begin. 
Aug. 8th-13th.—N.V.M.A. Jubilee Congress at 
Folkestone. 
PERSONAL 


Caplain J. R. Rider.—We are glad to be able 
to inform our readers that Captain J. R. Rider, 
who, as reported in our last issue, was attacked 
with congestion of the lungs upon his return 
to Darlington after attending the Edinburgh meet- 
ing of Council, N.V.M.A., is making steady pro- 
gress towards recovery. 


Marriage.—BAxTER-Hupson. On April 30th, 
1932, at St. Michael’s, West Retford, by the Rev. 
A. J. Linsell, Arthur Jack Baxter, M.R.C.V.S., 
p.V.S.M., only son of J. R. Baxter, M.R.c.v.s. and 
Mrs. Baxter, Lechlade, Glos., to Helen Mary 
Hudson, elder daughter of R. Hudson, F.Rr.c.v.s. 
_, Mrs. Hudson, St. Michael’s Place, Retford, 
Notts. 


Liverpool Appointment Recommendation.—T he 
Liverpool Post and Mercury reports that, at a 
meeting of the Liverpool Health Committee, held 
on April 28th, it was decided to recommend the 
City Council to appoint Capt. A. W. Noel Pillers, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., aS Chief Veterinary Officer in 
succession to Mr. Eaton Jones (retired). 


Appointments.—Mr. H. R. Mahajan, M.R.C.v.s., 
a recent graduate from the London College, has 
been appointed as a Veterinary Investigation 
Officer for the Province of Hyderabad, India. 
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One of the two whole-time appointments as 
veterinary inspector for East Sussex, recently 
advertised in the Veterinary Record, has been 
secured by Mr. Donald Johnston, M.R.C.V.s. 


* * * * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


ALLEN, Hubert Joseph, formerly employed by 
the Conseil Sanitaire, Maritime et Quarantenaire 
d’Egypt, Alexandria, Egypt. Graduated London, 
July 19th, 1907. Died at 4 Barrington Road, 
Leicester, May Ist, 1932, aged 45 years. 


BowkeER, Harold, Murwillambah, Tweed River, 
New South Wales, Australia. Graduated London, 
December 13th, 1894. Died March 12th, 1932, 
after a long iliness. 

Ditmas, Frank Boghurst, 4, Radnor Park 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent. Graduated London, 
May 20th, 1891. Died April 25th, 1932, aged 66 
years. 

GouLe, Henry. _ Ballard Road, Fort Myers, 
Florida, U.S.A. Graduated London, April 5th, 
1876. Died April 12th, 1932, aged 82 years. 


Hopkin, John Watkin. 5 Northfield End, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. Graduated London, 
May 24th, 1893. Died April 24th, 1932, aged 68 
years. 

Nersu, Alexander. 2 Barn Hill, Wembley Park, 
Middlesex. Graduated New Edinburgh, April 
13th, 1887. Died April 25th, 1932, aged 68 years. 


Tue LATE Mr. HENRY GOULE 


We regret to report the death of Mr. Henry 
Goulé, which took place at Fort Myers, Florida, 
U.S.A., on April 12th, 1932. Mr. Goulé was born 
in 1850, and qualified in London on April 5th, 
1876—a “ vintage” year. He practised at Mal- 
vern until 1905, when he went to Fairmead Farm 
at Maplebush, Saskatchewan. In 1914 he went to 
Florida to take up a Government appointment, 
which he carried on up to the time of his death. 
He was a good student and a first-class prac- 
titioner of the old school, highly respected by all 
who knew him. He leaves a widow, to whom 
we address our sincere condolences. 


* * * * * 


BATS AS CARRIERS OF RABIES 


The Trinidad Correspondent of The Times re- 
ports that the Legislature has voted £200 as an 
honorarium to Dr. Pawan, Trinidad Government 
bacteriologist, who proved that bats were the 
carriers of recent outbreaks of rabies in the 
colony. Mr. Grier, the Government spokesman, 
declared that the amount hardly covered Dr. 
Pawan’s expenses, but it was an acknowledgment 
of his great work. Dr. Pawan, he said, had sacri- 
ficed his health through overwork in his efforts 
to discover the origin of the disease. 

The disease, which he has traced to bats as 
carriers, for a time baffled investigators, who 
ascribed the deaths caused by it to a “ virus of 
rabies of a hitherto unknown type.” In a report 
to the Trinidad Government last November the 
suggestion was made that bats were the carriers. 
This was later confirmed by Dr. Pawan, who 
found the typical signs of rabies in the brain of 
a Sangre grande bat. 


* * * * * 


ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING 


The Duke of Bedford, who presided at the 
annual meeting of the Zoological Society of 
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London, held on April 29th, said that the com- 
mercial depression affected the society, 
chiefly in the number of resignations and in the 
smaller number of new Fellows elected. But so 
far there was nothing in the situation to cause 
them any alarm. The number of Fellows had 
decreased from 8,430 to 8,309. The gate money 
in London was lower than in 1930, because of 
the unusually bad weather last year, but the de- 
ficiency in London was more than made up by 
the receipts from Whipsnade. In London the 
opening of the Zoological Gardens late on Thurs- 
day evenings appeared to be popular, and would 
be continued this summer from June 4th to Sep- 
tember 24th inclusive. 

Accommodation for service and for visitors at 
Whipsnade had been very greatly increased. It 
was the intention of the council to devote equal 
attention to Regent’s Park and to Whipsnade, 
keeping the former, so to speak, as a “ close-up ” 
view of the animal kingdom, exhibiting there a 
much wider range of species, while at Whipsnade 
those species for which suitable conditions could 
be found would be shown in greater numbers 
under more natural conditions. The success of 
last year seemed to indicate that Whipsnade was 
going to be self-supporting so far as maintenance 
went, but for many years money for its develop- 
ment would probably have to come from the 
general revenues of the society. 

The Duke of Bedford was re-elected president, 
Mr. Charles Drummond, treasurer, and Sir Peter 
Chalmers Mitchell, secretary. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday —— for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for pubiication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 
* * * * * 


RINGBONE 
To THe Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In your issue of April 30th, Professor 
Macqueen has, in his usual manner, by the use of 
a few well-chosen words, given us a_ simple, 
straight-forward description and classification of 
the lesion called ringbone. 

I wish that he and his contemporaries would 
put pen to paper more often. It is only as age 
advances that our useful knowledge progresses 
—our elders seem to be more apt at sifting the 
oats from the chaff—unfortunately, however, as 
age progresses the mouth and hands become less 
and less active, to the profession’s great detriment. 
Is it inertia aphasia or do they become cynics? 
In any case, they retire like Diogenés and shut 
up like the proverbial oyster. They leave all 
contentious arguments to the younger school. | 
have a suspicion that our old men gain con- 
siderable amusement from the arguments of the 
youngsters; they probably smile, tweak their 
nose, or slyly wink to one another as youth gives 
vent to its inane vapourings. They may even 
say that the empty drums make the most 
noise.” 

There are several points in his letter with 
which, with the greatest of respect, I differ from 
Prof. Macqueen. Your correspondent of March 
19th asked a specific question, i.e., “ Is ringbone 
in the horse invariably associated with lameness 
or pain? On this point the Professor is uncon- 
vinecing. Major Bell, in the same issue, gives us 
some definite information. I can surmise that 
the correspondent who asked the original ques- 
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lion, has been the victim of some legal argument 
and probably lost. It appears, in my experience, 
to be the rule in police courts to attribute any 
lameness to ringbone even if other and more 
potent lesions are present. In my opinion ring- 
bone can be present without causing either lame- 
ness or pain. One old veterinary surgeon, who 
has had unequalled experience in horse practice, 
has told me on more than one occasion that he 
paid little attention to such defects if conforma- 
tion otherwise was good. This is the considered 
opinion of a capable man who for years had 
several thousand hard working horses under his 
care. 

Ringbone undoubtediy causes lameness and 
pain but, in my view, this is gencrally noticed 
during the period of growth. Pain results from 
pressure on abraded cartilage or stretched 
periosteum. When nature has produced accom- 
modation to these two factors by resolution, 
ankylosis or relief of pressure, how can pain 
remain? If pain was a constant feature I submit 
that it would be impossible to work quite 50 per 
cent. of the horses employed in any town. Lame- 
ness or pain is most frequently met with in those 
cases where clinical evidence is at a minimum. 
I have never had the same fears for a large and 
well formed lesion. 

Professor Macqueen has raised again the old 
question of mechanical lameness. He does not 
believe in such a condition. Why not? If legs 
are unequal in length does he expect a horse 
to go level? Can a man disguise the fact 
that he has an ankylosed joint or a_ short 
leg? Are such sufferers in pain? If a joint 
is ankylosed or a pastern more upright than 
iis fellow, how can a horse go level? Could 
one, by the greatest stretch of imagination, 
say that pain was present? Professor Macqueen 
mentions “a curious theory” with reference to 
alterations in the length of a horse’s legs. I can 
say that this is not theory; it is hard fact. It 
is quite easy to make measurements taking the 
distance between the ground and the highest 
fixed point of the limb, ie., the point of the 
elbow. If Professor Macqueen will pass the rule 
over a few old horses he will be surprised. He 
will find that, in cases of contracted tendons, 
lesions of the pasterns and feet, the apparently 
lame leg is longer than the sound one. A_ horse 
which has one leg longer than its fellow is no 
more able to disguise the fact than is the higher 
vertebrate, man. 

In conclusion. I would suggest that if it is good 
logic to say that a horse with ringbone is neces- 
sarily lame it is equally good logic to say that 
a horned cow has headache because it has a pro- 
jection on its head. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. McCunn. 
* * * * 
TUBERCLE BACILLI IN BOVINE SPUTUM 
To THE Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,-Mr. G. .W. Dunkin’s letter on the above 
subject, published in last week’s Veterinary 
Record, will, | hope, encourage the profession to 
give an expression of its views on this subject. 

My object in asking Mr. Torrance’s opinion 
whether a cow in good condition discharging 
tubercle bacilli in her sputum and which could 
not have been diagnosed as tuberculous by clinical 
examination was amenable under the Tubercu- 
losis Order, was because I had encountered such 
vases and had had them slaughtered under the 


Order. 
The Tuberculosis Order, paragraph 5, states 


| 
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that slaughter is to be carried out when the report 
of the Veterinary Inspector shows that the animal 
is suffering from a chronic cough and showing 
definite clinical signs of tuberculosis. 

Further, the Diseases of Animals Branch Cir- 
cular Letter No. 20, paragraphs 2 and 3, issued 
on October 12th, 1925, states: 

“The cases which fall to be reported and cxamined under the 
Order are set out in Art. 2 (i), (ii), (iii). Misunderstanding appears 
to have arisen mainly with regard to par, (iii) and it: seems advis- 
able to explain more fully what the intention of the Order is in this 
respret by stating the meaning ta be attached to the term * definite 


clinical signs of tuberculosis.’ The Order is not intended to view 
cases merely of chronic cough, whether the cough may originate from 
tuberculosis or not. Its intention is to cover cases in) which = the 


existence of chronic cough ord the general condition of the animal 
justify the opinion that it is not only suffering from tuberculosis, but 
is or likely freely exereting tubercle bacilli. For the 
purposes of the Order definite clinieal signs’ should be taken to 
mean, broadly, emaciation (even if not anounting to the degree which 
brings an animal into the class usually termed ‘ waster") aceom- 
penied by symptoms of extensive disease of the respiratory organs, 


to be, 


such as can be established by physical examination or accompanied 
by chronie diarrhoea or by both of the two latter symptoms. \n 
animal with a sore opening superficially and discharging tubercle 
bacilli would also come under the heading of animal showing 


* definite clinical signs * for the purpose of the Order.”’ 

My interpretation of the Order and this Circular 
Letter is that an animal with chronic cough and 
discharging tubercle bacilli in the sputum from 
an area in the lungs comes under the heading 
‘definite clinical signs’ for the purposes of the 
Order in view of the Ministry’s statement that 
“an animal with a sore opening superficially and 
discharging tubercle bacilli would also come 
under the heading of animal showing ‘ definite 
clinical signs’ for the purposes of the Order.” 

It is not for me to give a ruling on the matter, 
but an expression of opinion by members of the 
profession might result in the Ministry making 
the matter clearer in their circular letter, if suit- 
able representation were made to them. 

Mr. Dunkin asks if it is possible for a bovine 
passing tubercle bacilli in its sputum not to have 
a chronic cough. My answer to that question is 
that it is not possible. Tuberculosis is a chronic 
disease and tuberculous sputum becomes available 
by a chronic cough as a result of that disease. 
It is my experience during routine inspection 
that by searching for and microscopically ex- 
amining sputum specimens from cows one will 
meet with positive tuberculous sputum cases 
which are freely excreting tubercle bacilli but 
may not be extensively diseased in the respiratory 
organs, nor could their condition be classed as 
emaciation. 

What other procedure than slaughter is one to 
adopt in such cases? Are we to take action 
under paragraph 11 of the Tuberculosis Order in 
these cases and only detain and _ isolate’ the 
animals unti! such time as they show definite 
clinical signs? so, the owner is put to the 
expense of keeping his animal. It deteriorates in 
value as the disease advances, and I feel sure that 
this procedure under the Order can only be 
applied pending slaughter or further examination 
to confirm the presence of tuberculosis in a sus- 
pected case. 

The owner’s loss is decreased by getting the 
animal slaughtered at as carly a stage of the dis- 
“ase as possible after it commences to discharge 
infection, both in regard to the value of the 
animal before slaughter and the prevention of 
infection in the herd. 

The Tuberculosis Order has now been operating 
for six and a half years and I view it as an ex- 
cellent public health measure in the elimination 
of tuberculous infection from the milk supply and 
of great value, by the control of slaughter of 
these cows, from a meat inspection point of view. 
It is also of financial value to the owners of 
animals in cutting their losses. As a preventive 


measure in tuberculous infection it has not given 
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the results which it might, and it remains to be 
shown if the removal of cows earlier than at 
present carried out would achieve this object. 
Yours faithfully, 
WILLIAM TWEED. 
Sheffield. 
May 2nd, 1932. 


To THE EpIrorR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Major G. W. Dunkin’s letter on the above 
subject published in your issue of April 30th, 
raises a question which has formed a subject of 
controversy at many of the Divisional meetings 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
and has almost led, in private discussion, to the 
breaking of friendships wiich had stood many 
wcid tests over a very long period. It is a storm 
in a tea cup and when we come down to actual 
practice it does not materially affect, if at all, 
the number of cows dealt with under the terms 
of the Tuberculosis Order of 1925. 

The Tuberculosis Order of 1925, Article 2 (1) 
(2) states that “ Every person having his 
possession or under his charge any bovine animal 
which is suffering from a chronic cough and 
showing definite clinical signs of tuberculosis ” 
shall give notice of the fact to a constable or an 
Inspector of the Local Authorily. It is quite clear 
that before a bovine animal can be dealt with 


under this head it must suffer from a chronic 
cough and show definite clinical signs. That is 


the law. What are the definite clinical signs of 
tuberculosis and what constitutes a chronic 
cough? The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
in Diseases of Animals Branch Circular Letter 
No. 20 of October 12th, 1925, state what “ definite 
clinical signs” should be taken to mean for the 
purposes of the Order, but while this is a valuable 
guide to officers administering the Order, it is 
not a Statute. 

The most successful way of collecting sputum 
I have found is from the wall in front of the cow 
or stall partition, and it does not follow that any 
acid fast bacilli found in such sputum are tubercle 
bacilli. Let us suppose that sputum containing 
acid fast bacilli has been found in this way, the 
question now arises, does the cow from which 
it came come within the scope of the Order? 
After having satisfied ourselves of the particular 
cow responsible for the sputum, that the acid fast 
bacilli are tubercle bacilli and that the cow not 
only has a cough but a chronic cough. we are 
entitled to say that she comes within the terms 
of the Order, but not otherwise. 

My own experience has been that in every case 
where I have found tubercle bacilli in’ the 
sputum, I have also found physical evidence of 
pulmonary tuberculosis, and the cow has been 
dealt with under the Order. 

The subject of human infection in cattle is 
quite new to me and [| would be very much 
obliged to Major Dunkin if he will give me par- 
ticulars of any publications to which I may refer 
for further information. 

The points raised in Major Dunkin’s letter 
could be more satisfactorily discussed verbally 
than by correspondence and I therefore trust 
that I may have the opportunity and pleasure of 
a talk with him at the Jubilee Congress at 
Folkestone. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. L. ToRRANCE, 
Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Nottingham Veterinary Department. 
Shire Hall, 
Nottingham. 
May 2nd, 1932. 
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